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Children’s  Institutions  Department, 

30  Tremont  Street, 

Boston,  February  1,  1906. 

Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston ; 

Sir,  —  In  accordance  with  chapter  3,  section  22,  of  the 
Revised  Ordinances,  the  Trustees  for  Children  present  their 
annual  report  for  the  financial  year  ending  January  31, 1906, 
this  being  the  ninth  }^ear  of  the  Children’s  Institutions 
Department,  and  the  forty-eighth  year  of  the  Institutions 
Department. 

Of  the  Trustees  in  office  one  year  ago,  Mr.  Pelletier  and 
Dr.  Keller  resigned  and  Mr.  James  P.  Cleary  and  Miss  Mary 
Boyle  O’Reilly  were  appointed  in  their  places.  The  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Board  and  the  times  of  expiration  of  their 
appointments  are  as  follows : 


Charles  P.  Putnam,  Chairman 

Mrs.  G.  F.  H.  Murray,  Secretary 

John  O’Hare  .... 

Lee  M.  Friedman 

Hasket  Derby  .... 

James  P.  Cleary 

Miss  Mary  Boyle  O’Reilly 


May  1,  1906. 
“  1906. 

“  1908. 

«  1910. 

“  1907. 

“  1909. 

u  1909. 


During  the  past  year  nineteen  meetings  of  the  Trustees 
have  been  held.  The  standing  committees  are : 

Committee  on  Finance. — The  Chairman,  Mr.  O’ Hare  and 
Mr.  Cleary. 

Committee  on  Schools.  — Mr.  Friedman  and  Mrs.  Murray. 
Committee  on  Placing-Out  Division. — Mrs.  Murray,  Dr. 
Derry  and  Mr.  Friedman. 

Committee  on  Releases.  —  Mr.  O’Hare  and  Miss  O’Reilly. 
Committee  on  Legislation.  —  The  Chairman  and  Mr.  Friedman. 
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The  members  of  the  Board  all  serve  in  turn  on  the  visit¬ 
ing  committee  for  the  Parental  School  and  the  House  of 
Reformation,  two  members  being  appointed  for  two  months 
in  succession.  They  also  visit  the  children  placed  out  in 
families  and  institutions  at  intervals. 

The  children  under  the  care  of  the  Board  are  classed  as 
follows  : 

(a.)  Juvenile  offenders  at  the  House  of  Reformation  (Rains- 
ford  Island)  and  probationers  therefrom. 

(b.)  Truants  at  the  Parental  School  (West  Roxbury). 

(c.)  Dependent  and  neglected  children  boarded  or  placed 
free  in  families  (usually  in  the  country),  beside  a  number  in  the 
care  of  schools  for  defectives,  or  other  hospitals  or  institutions, 
not  under  the  management  of  the  Trustees,  where  they  have 
been  placed  for  training  or  hospital  treatment  at  the  expense  of 
this  department. 

The  total  number  of  children  now  in  the  care  of  the 
department  is  1,712,  or  267  more  than  at  the  beginning  of 


the  year,  divided  as  follows : 

In  the  House  of  Reformation  .  .  .  .  160 

On  probation  from  the  House  of  Reformation  .  220 

In  the  Parental  School  .  .  .  .  .  281 

On  probation  from  the  Parental  School  .  .  142 

Dependent  children  .  .  .  .  .  707 

Neglected  children  .....  202 


Total . 1,712 

The  total  number  of  children  admitted  to  the  care  of  the 

department  during  the  year  was  563,  divided  as  follows : 

Juvenile  offenders  .  .  .  '  .  .  84 

Truants  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  260 

Dependents  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  197 

Neglects  .......  22 

Total  .......  563 


The  total  number  of  children  discharged  from  the  depart¬ 
ment  during  the  year  was  296,  divided  as  follows : 


From  the  House  of  Reformation  ...  2 

“  House  of  Reformation  probationers  .  .  68 

u  the  Parental  School  .  .  .  .  41 

u  Parental  School  probationers  .  .  .  22 

“  Dependent  and  neglected  children  .  .  163 

Total . 296 
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Eight}' -one  boys  from  the  House  of  Reformation  and  173 
from  the  Parental  School  were  released  on  probation.  These 
remain  in  charge  of  the  department,  the  boys  from  the 
House  of  Reformation  in  most  instances  until  their  majority 
is  attained  and  the  boys  from  the  Parental  School  until  they 
reach  the  age  of  16  years  in  nearly  all  cases.  One  boy  died 
at  the  Parental  School.  Of  the  163  dependent  and  neglected 
children  discharged,  11  died,  of  whom  10  were  in  other  insti¬ 
tutions  not  directly  in  our  charge. 

Financial  Statement. 

The  total  cost  of  the  Children’s  Institutions  Department 
for  the  year  was  $186,892.70,  which,  divided  among  the 
whole  average  number  of  children  (1,594),  makes  an  average 
per  capita  expense  of  $117.25  for  the  year,  or  $2.25  per 
week. 

An  analysis  of  the  Placing-Out  and  Office  Division,  the 
Parental  School  and  the  House  of  Reformation  is  given  in 
Tables  2B  to  2G  inclusive. 

The  net  cost  of  the  Placing-Out  Division,  with  its  esti¬ 
mated  share  of  the  office  expenses,  amounted  to  $88,546.29. 
This  includes  a  credit  of  $463.50  on  account  of  the  increase 
in  the  inventory  of  clothing  on  hand  February  1,  1906,  over 
the  inventory  of  the  year  previous. 

Of  this  $22,405.45  has  been  paid  for  the  board  of  children 
in  the  Massachusetts  School  for  the  Feeble-Minded,  the 
Baldwinsville  Hospital  Cottages  for  Children,  the  Hospital 
for  Epileptics,  the  Massachusetts  State  Sanatorium  and  Long 
Island  Hospital.  The  remainder,  $66,140.84,  has  been  paid 
for  an  average  of  366  children  boarded  in  families  and  an 
average  of  345  children  in  free  homes.  Taking  together  all 
children  boarded  or  placed  free  in  families  (711),  we  find 
the  average  per  capita  cost  for  the  year  to  be  $93.03,  or  $1.78 
per  week. 

The  total  net  cost  of  caring  for  the  juvenile  offenders  was 
$42,833.27,  of  which  $41,405.34  was  used  for  the  House  of 
Reformation,  including  the  estimated  share  of  office  expenses 
($360),  making  an  average  per  capita  cost  for  each  boy  actu¬ 
ally  in  the  institution  (160)  $258.78  for  the  year,  or  $4.95 
per  week. 

The  remainder,  $1,427.93,  represents  the  amount  expended 
on  the  visitation  of  boys  on  probation  in  their  own  homes 
and  homes  in  the  country,  and  the  clothing  furnished  by  the 
Placing-Out  and  Office  Division  to  some  of  these  boys  when 
going  to  the  country.  Taking  together  all  the  juvenile 
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offenders,  both  in  the  House  of  Reformation  and  on  probation 
(an  average  of  388),  the  average  cost  per  capita  for  the  year 
was  fill. 84,  or  $2.14  per  week. 

The  total  net  cost  of  caring  for  truants  committed  to  the 
Parental  School  was  $55,049.64,  of  which  $54,638.46  was 
used  for  the  Parental  School,  including  the  estimated  share 
of  office  expenses  (475),  making  the  average  per  capita 
cost  for  each  boy  in  the  institution  (251)  $217.68  for  the 
year,  or  $417  per  week. 

The  remainder,  $411.18,  represents  the  amount  expended 
on  the  visitation  of  boys  on  probation  in  their  homes  and 
homes  in  the  country  and  the  clothing  furnished  by  the 
Placing-Out  Division  to  some  of  these  boys  when  going  to 
the  country.  Taking  together  all  the  truants  (an  average 
of  320)  the  average  per  capita  cost  for  the  year  was  $172.03, 
or  $3.30  per  week. 

From  the  loan  appropriations  the  following  amounts  now 
stand  to  the  credit  of  the  department: 

Parental  School,  Electric  Plant  ....  $1,805  78 

Rainsford  Island,  Reconstruction  of  Wharf,  etc.  .  6,000  00 
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HOUSE  OF  REFORMATION. 


Trustees’  Report. 

In  its  method  and  aim  the  House  of  Reformation  is  a 
school. 

Boys  are  received  not  as  if  they  had  come  to  expiate 
their  misbehavior  by  a  certain  amount  of  imprisonment,  but 
like  an}^  boys  coming  to  any  school  they  are  simply  put  into 
the  school-class  and  work-class  best  suited  to  their  needs. 
They  are  taught  the  ordinary  public  school  studies,  also 
sloyd,  carving,  drawing,  printing,  shoemaking,  farming, 
gymnastics,  etc.,  and  are  encouraged  to  play  games  with  a 
will,  and  in  summer  to  swim. 

The  boys  are  selected  for  this  school  primarily  by  the 
police  and  finally  by  the  courts  as  being  boys  about  whom 
such  complaints  are  made  that  it  seems  at  the  time  impossible 
to  leave  them  at  large  in  the  community,  and  the  energies  of 
the  school  are  bent  on  making  them  as  soon  as  possible  fit  to 
send  out  into  the  community  again.  With  some  boys  this 
takes  a  long  time,  with  others  a  short  time. 

In  fact  they  are  admitted  for  treatment  just  as  if  they  were 
sick  patients  at  a  hospital.  The  plan  is  to  keep  them 
under  treatment  until,  and  only  until,  they  are  fit  to  be 
released  on  probation  to  go  either  to  their  own  homes,  or,  if 
their  homes  are  unsuitable,  then  to  homes  in  the  country. 

The  value  of  the  institution  may  be  tested,  in  part,  by  the 
appearance  of  the  boys  while  they  are  in  it,  by  their  interest 
in  their  work,  studies  and  play  and  by  their  growth  and 
development.  The  more  severe  test,  however,  is  the  behavior 
of  the  boys  after  they  have  been  released,  their  faithful¬ 
ness  at  school  or  at  their  work  and  their  later  development 
as  good  citizens.  Tables  giving  the  present  status  of  all 
boys  who  have  been  inmates  of  the  House  of  Reformation 
and  who  at  present  are  on  probation  may  be  found  on  pages 
54  and  55  (Tables  13  and  14),  and  a  report  of  the  officer 
who  has  charge  of  these  boys  while  on  probation  may  be 
found  on  page  32,  in  connection  with  the  report  on  the 
Placing-Out  Division. 


Note.  —  As  this  report  goes  to  press  the  gratifying  announcement  is  made  that  the 
General  Court  has  acceded  to  the  request  of  the  Trustees  to  rename  this  institution 
the  Suffolk  School  for  Boys. 
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The  boys  at  Rainsford  Island  work,  study  and  play  well. 
An  air  of  contentment  and  interest  is  observed  in  the  schools 
and  in  the  workshops. 

The  percentage  who  do  well  on  probation  is  not  diminished 
with  the  increase  in  the  number  of  boys  released.  Indeed, 
it  is  the  success  of  the  probation  system  which  has  in  part 
given  rise  to  the  desire  of  the  Trustees  to  have  delinquent 
boys  committed  to  their  care  rather  than  sentenced  direct  to 
Rainsford  Island,  so  that  the  Trustees  may,  in  proper  cases, 
at  their  discretion,  begin  probation  for  a  boy  before  he  has 
been  in  any  institution.  Of  course  some  boys  would  not  be 
suitable  for  treatment  outside  of  an  institution,  and  would 
necessarily  be  sent  to  Rainsford  Island ;  yet  many,  the  Trus¬ 
tees  believe,  could  be  placed  in  country  homes,  or  even  in 
their  own  homes,  if  they  remained  under  efficient  supervision. 

Eighty-six  boys  have  been  committed  by  the  courts  for 
minority  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  sixty-eight  com¬ 
mitted  for  the  same  term  last  year,*  and  though  twenty-three 
more  than  last  year  have  been  released  on  probation,  the  whole 
number  in  the  institution  has  been  larger  than  at  any  time 
during  the  past  eight  years.  At  one  time  this  number  rose 
to  one  hundred  and  seventy-four. 

The  Trustees  endorse  the  statement  of  the  Superintendent 
respecting  the  serious  results  of  over-crowding.  For  over 
six  years  the  Trustees  have  been  recommending  that  the  City 
of  Boston  take  some  decided  action  with  reference  to  the 
House  of  Reformation,  and  in  1901,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Mayor,  the  Board  petitioned  the  Legislature  and  succeeded 
in  procuring  the  enactment  of  chapter  351  of  the  Acts  of 
1901,  providing  for  a  new  school. 

Since  that  time  successive  committees  from  the  city  gov¬ 
ernment,  appointed  to  visit  public  institutions,  have  reported 
and  recommended  that  the  House  of  Reformation  at  Rains¬ 
ford  Island  be  abandoned. 

This  year  the  Trustees  have  determined  to  urge  upon  the 
Mayor  the  vital  importance  of  definite  and  positive  action  in 
regard  to  the  institution. 

We  believe  that  to  continue  the  present  location  and  pres¬ 
ent  equipment  of  the  Reform  School  is  a  waste  of  the  city’s 
money,  and  that  for  a  progressive  and  intelligent  administra¬ 
tion  of  the  city’s  trust  towards  its  unfortunate  youths  a  de¬ 
cided  change  is  demanded. 

For  this  year  (1905-06)  the  inventory  and  appraised 
value  of  the  property  of  the  House  of  Reformation  is  $81,- 
811.  Making  no  allowance  for  any  interest  on  the  capi- 


*  Three  were  sentenced  for  short  periods  for  non-payment  of  fines  in  1904-05. 
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tal  invested,  the  total  net  expenses  of  the  House  of  Reforma¬ 
tion  the  current  year  has  been  $41,405.34,  for  an  average  of 
160  boys,  which  amounts  to  $4.95  per  week  per  boy. 

For  the  year  1904-05,  the  net  expenses  were  $42,209.39, 
for  an  average  of  134  boys,  amounting  to  $6.03  per  week 
per  boy. 

For  the  year  1903-04,  the  net  expenses  were  $41,550.76, 
for  an  average  of  133  boys,  making  a  weekly  cost  of  $5.99 
per  boy. 

For  the  year  1902-03,  the  net  expenses  were  $35,452.27, 
for  an  average  of  121  boys,  a  weekly  expense  of  $5.62  per 
boy. 

This  same  class  of  boys  were  cared  for  by  the  State  at  the 
Lyman  School  for  the  year  1905-06  at  an  expense  of  $4.63 
per  week  per  boy. 

For  1904-05,  an  average  expense  of  $4.90  per  week  per  boy. 

For  1903-04,  an  average  expense  of  $4.72  per  week  per  boy. 

For  1902-03,  an  average  expense  of  $4.47  per  week  per  boy. 


Comparison  Per  Capita  Weekly  Expense. 


1902-03. 

1903-04. 

1904-05. 

1905-06. 

House  of  Reformation . 

$5  62 

$5  99 

$6  03 

\ 

$4  95 

State  Lyman  School . 

4  47 

4  72 

4  90 

4  62 

Weekly  excess  of  expense  at  House 
of  Reformation  per  boy . 

1  15 

1  27 

1  13 

33 

It  is  thus  easily  demonstrated  that  the  city  is  paying  about 
20  per  cent,  more  for  the  care  of  each  boy  than  the  State. 
This  makes  no  allowance  for  the  added  expense  of  the 
Placing-Out  Division,  which  is  obliged  to  care  for  the  boys 
out  on  probation  from  the  House  of  Reformation.  This 
class  constitutes  about  a  fifth  of  the  total  number  in  our 
Placing-Out  Division,  and,  we  should  judge,  is  responsible 
for  about  $2,000  of  its  expenses.  The  fault  is  not  with  our 
staff,  nor  with  the  method  of  administration,  but  lies  wholly 
in  the  inherent  deficiency  of  the  institution  itself.  Situated 
on  an  island  too  small  for  an  institution  of  its  kind,  with 
old  buildings  unsuited  for  its  purposes,  the  institution  can¬ 
not  be  economically  managed. 

We  have  only  to  compare  the  space  per  boy  in  other 
similar  institutions  to  realize  at  once  how  totally  inadequate 
the  area  of  Rainsford  Island  is  for  the  purpose  for  which  it 
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is  now  used.  An  average  of  160  boys  have  been  kept  on  11 
acres  for  the  present  year,  which  gives  .069  (iff-g-)  of  an 
acre  per  inmate. 

In  a  list  of  similar  institutions  chosen  at  random,  there  is 
no  institution  that  has  not  over  two  and  a  half  times  this 
area  per  boy,  the  next  lowest  being  the  Truant  School  at 
North  Chelmsford,  which  deals  with  a  class  of  boys  altogether 
more  easily  handled  than  the  boys  at  Rainsford  Island  ;  from 
this,  the  area  varies  up  to  the  Preston  School  for  Industry  at 
lone,  California,  which  has  almost  thirty  times  as  much  space 
per  boy,  devoted  to  this  same  work. 

The  following  table  is  significant: 


Institutions. 

Average 
No.  Boys. 

Acres. 

Acres  per 
Inmate. 

House  of  Reformation,  Rainsford  Island . 

160 

11 

.069 

Truant  School,  North  Chelmsford,  Mass . 

150 

28 

.19 

State  Industrial  School,  Lansing,  Mich . 

St.  Mary’s  Industrial  School  for  Boys,  Balti- 

650 

160 

.25 

more . 

530 

160 

.30 

Illinois  State  Reform  School,  Pontiac,  Ill. . . . 

1,275 

410 

.33 

Truant  School,  Oakdale,  Mass . 

50 

18 

.36 

Connecticut  School  for  Boys,  Meriden,  Conn., 

440 

195 

.44 

Truant  School,  Springfield,  Mass . 

Colorado  State  Industrial  School,  Golden, 

25 

12 

.48 

Col . 

118 

57  f 

410 

.49 

State  Industrial  School,  Glen  Mills,  Del . 

786 

.52 

Truant  School,  Walpole,  Mass .  ... 

44 

33 

.75 

Lyman  School,  Westboro,  Mass . 

Essex  County  Truant  School,  Lawrence, 

336 

259f 

.7-7 

Mass . . . 

35 

35 

1. 

New  Jersey  State  Home  for  Boys,  N.J . 

Boston  Asylum  and  Farm  School,  Thompson 

393 

560 

1.42 

Island . 

97 

157 

1.62 

Preston  School  of  Industry,  lone,  Cal . 

141 

250 

1.77 

Nor  do  these  figures  really  represent  the  inadequacy  of 
Rainsford  Island,  because  much  of  the  land  which  we  have 
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is  from  its  nature  useless  for  our  purposes.  There  is  not  a 
single  building  on  the  island  that  was  constructed  for  the 
institution.  AVe  have  inherited  the  old  hospitals  and  the 
abandoned  poorhouse,  and  have  appropriated  some  discarded 
voting  booths.  Even  this  conglomeration  is  over-crowded 
and  taxed  to  its  limit.  It  is  only  the  ability  of  our  superin¬ 
tendent  that  has  kept  the  institution  in  respectable  running 
order.  He  has,  indeed,  made  a  wonderful  showing  with  the 
means  at  his  disposal,  but  no  institution,  situated  as  Rains- 
ford  Island  is,  can  offer  the  needed  facilities  for  an  economi¬ 
cal  and  proper  training  of  the  juvenile  offender. 

Boys  of  this  class  have  a  right  to  demand  from  the  city, 
which  has  voluntarily  undertaken  their  moral  regeneration, 
every  advantage  of  training,  and  the  same  opportunity  for 
healthy  growth  which  is  afforded  to  other  Massachusetts 
boys  who  are  sent  to  the  Lyman  School.  Cramped  into  such 
a  limited  area,  and  with  such  inadequate  equipment,  the 
institution  on  Rainsford  Island  cannot  possibly  do  justice  to 
its  inmates. 

Therefore  the  Trustees  unanimously  recommend  that  the 
City  Government  accept  chapter  851  of  the  Acts  of  1901, 
or  that  they  otherwise  immediately  authorize  the  removal 
from  Rainsford  Island  and  the  founding  of  a  new  Reform 
School. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  THE 
HOUSE  OF  REFORMATION. 


Boston  Harbor,  January  31,  1906. 

To  the  Trustees  for  Children: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  annual  report  of  this  insti¬ 
tution  for  the  year  ending  January  31,  1906. 

On  February  1,  1905,  there  were  148  boys  in  the  institu¬ 
tion  committed  during  their  minority.  There  have  been  86 
commitments  and  9  boys  returned  from  probation  by  the  Trus¬ 
tees,  making  a  total  of  95  who  have  been  received  this  year. 
All  sentences  have  been  for  minority.  The  largest  attend¬ 
ance  was  174,  during  the  last  days  of  August;  the  smallest 
attendance  was  146,  on  March  4-6. 

The  average  daily  attendance  for  the  past  year  has  been 
increased  by  more  than  twenty-five  over  that  of  the  preced¬ 
ing  year,  consequently  the  institution  has  been  over-crowded 
for  several  months  past,  so  much  so  that  we  have  been  handi¬ 
capped  in  every  direction,  especially  in  the  schools.  W e  can¬ 
not  accommodate  in  our  schools  all  that  the  institution  is 
physically  capable  of  caring  for,  and  in  every  other  direction 
our  equipment  is  wholly  inadequate  for  the  number  now  cared 
for.  The  sleeping  quarters  are  over-crowded,  there  is  not 
sufficient  ground  for  recreation  purposes,  the  playrooms  are 
taxed  to  the  utmost,  the  industrials  are  not  of  sufficient 
capacity  to  allow  of  giving  instruction  to  the  large  increase 
of  boys,  the  farm  is  insignificant  for  any  effective  purpose, 
and  the  sloyd  is  very  much  over-crowded. 

Further,  with  our  buildings  and  equipment,  we  cannot 
classify  our  population  and  segregate  the  different  divisions 
agreeable  to  the  modern  idea  in  reformatory  methods.  W e 
find  it  a  difficult  problem  to  devise  ways  and  means  of  attain¬ 
ing  the  desired  ends  while  we  are  working  under  these  dis¬ 
advantages,  and  hope  it  will  not  be  very  long  before  the  City 
Government  realizes  that  Boston  needs  a  modernly  con¬ 
structed  institution  of  sufficient  capacity  and  spacious 
grounds. 

However,  the  work  has  progressed  satisfactorily  under  the 
circumstances,  and  the  fact  that  less  than  ten  per  cent,  of  the 
year’s  commitments  were  boys  returned  from  probation  leads 
us  to  believe  with  a  good  degree  of  effectiveness  also.  The 
various  departments  have  been  actively  progressive,  but  are 
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not  of  sufficient  capacity  to  properly  handle  the  large  increase 
in  population. 

A  class  of  about  twenty  has  received  instruction  in  shoe¬ 
making  and  repairing,  doing  most  of  the  work  of  the  differ¬ 
ent  divisions  of  the  Children’s  Institutions  Department  and 
some  other  outside  institutions.  In  the  printing  depart¬ 
ment  we  have  averaged  sixteen  boys  who  have  received 
instruction.  The  work  in  these  departments  is  always  pains¬ 
taking  and  well  calculated  to  assist  their  graduates  to  earn  a 
good  living  upon  their  release. 

The  sewing  room  has  provided  employment  to  an  average 
of  sixteen  boys  throughout  the  year.  Here  have  been  made 
1,978  new  garments  and  pieces;  and  11,725  garments  and 
pieces  and  4,019  pairs  of  stockings  have  been  repaired. 
Nearly  all  of  the  boys  have  worked  upon  the  farm  and 
grounds  from  time  to  time,  and  considering  the  limited  space 
a  very  good  crop  of  garden  stuff  has  been  raised. 

The  schools  have  continued  under  the  direction  of  Prin¬ 
cipal  Edward  L.  Curran  and  his  four  assistants.  It  is  aimed 
to  have  the  school  work  graded  as  much  like  that  in  the 
Boston  Public  Schools  as  possible  in  order  that  there  may  be 
no  interruption  in  a  pupil’s  progress  because  of  a  sojourn  of  a 
term,  more  or  less,  in  this  institution.  The  usual  sessions  of 
sloyd,  summer  school,  etc.,  have  been,  continued,  and  the 
evenings  have  been  devoted  to  special  work,  letter-writing  to 
parents,  reading,  amusements,  etc. 

The  health  of  the  boys  has  been  generally  good,  there  having 
been  but  few  serious  cases.  Nearly  all  of  the  boys  show  a 
marked  improvement  in  their  general  physical  condition  after 
a  stay  of  only  a  short  time.  The  classes  in  gymnastics  and 
athletics  have  been  continued;  also  the  daily  ocean  baths 
in  summer  and  the  usual  holiday  athletic  tournaments. 

Religious  services  have  been  conducted  each  Sunday  in 
the  chapel  by  Rev.  Matthew  McDonald,  S.J.,  for  the 
Catholic  boys,  and  for  the  Protestant  boys  by  Rev.  Wm.  B. 
Toulmin  until  last  July,  since  when  we  have  had  no  regular 
Protestant  service.  Father  McDonald  has  visited  us  regularly 
to  hear  confessions  and  give  spiritual  advice  to  the  boys,  and 
the  Sabbath  School  for  the  Catholic  boys  has  been  continued. 
Mr.  Meyer  Bloomfield  has  had  charge  of  the  Hebrew  services. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  thank  my  subordinates  for  their 
co-operation,  and  to  express  to  the  Board  my  appreciation  of 
their  perfect  support. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Sumner  D.  Seavey, 

Superintendent . 
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MEDICAL  REPORT. 


Boston  Harbor,  February  1,  1906. 

Sumner  D.  Seavey, 

Superintendent ,  House  of  Ref  ormation,  Rainsford  Island: 

Dear  Sir,  —  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  annual  med¬ 
ical  report  of  the  House  of  Reformation  for  the  year  ending 
January  31,  1906. 

All  boys  entering  the  institution  have  been  examined  on 
admission  to  determine  the  absence  of  contagious  diseases, 
and  a  record  has  also  been  kept  of  the  chief  physical  charac¬ 
teristics  of  each  boy. 

Eight  of  the  most  serious  cases  were  sent  to  Long  Island 
Hospital  for  treatment,  all  other  cases  being  treated  here. 
Appended  is  a  list  of  the  cases  treated. 


Abscess . 

14 

Fractures  .... 

...  4 

Acne . 

6 

Gonorrhoea  .... 

...  1 

Anaemia . 

5 

Grippe . 

...  3 

Balanitis . 

3 

Hemorrhoids  .  .  . 

...  3 

Bilious . 

8 

Herpes . 

...  12 

Boils . 

35 

Herpes  zoster  .  .  „ 

.  .  .  1 

Bronchitis  .... 

10 

Hordeolum  .... 

...  12 

Bruise . 

26 

Indigestion  .... 

...  8 

Burns . 

14 

Iritis  . 

.  .  .  1 

Catarrh . 

5 

Lumbago  .... 

...  5 

Cellulitis . 

.  2 

Neuralgia  .... 

...  2 

Chicken  pox  .  .  . 

1 

Ophthalmia  .... 

...  3 

Cholera  morbus  .  . 

2 

Otitis  media,  chronic 

.  .  .  8 

Colds  ...... 

21 

Pneumonia  .... 

...  2 

Colic . 

.  12 

Rheumatism  .  .  . 

...  7 

Conjunctivitis  .  .  . 

.  20 

Ring  worm  .... 

...  3 

Constipation  .  .  . 

,  12 

Scabies . 

...  2 

Contusion  .... 

.  3 

Scalds . 

...  4 

Cut . 

.  41 

Scalp  wounds  .  .  . 

...  8 

Debility . 

.  3 

Sciatica . 

.  .  .  1 

Dermatitis  .... 

.  2 

Scrofula  . 

...  2 

Diabetes . 

.  1 

Sprains . 

...  30 

Diarrhoea  .... 

.  28 

Teeth  extracted  .  . 

...  15 

Dislocations  .  .  . 

.  4 

Tonsilitis  .... 

...  70 

Eczema . 

.  29 

Tuberculosis  .  .  . 

...  3 

Enuresis . 

.  7 

Ulcers  .  .  .  .  . 

...  16 

Erysipelas  .... 

.  1 

Urticaria  .... 

...  7 

Febricula  .... 

.  11 

Worms . 

...  2 

Respectfully, 

C.  G.  Rabethge,  M.D., 
Physician  and  Athletic  Instructor. 
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DENTAL  REPORT. 


Boston,  January  31,  1906. 

Sumner  D.  Seavey, 

Superintendent ,  House  of  Reformation ,  Rainsford  Island : 

Dear  Sir,  —  Enclosed  is  my  report  of  dental  operations 
for  the  year  now  closing. 


Amalgam  fillings . 76 

Gritta  percha  fillings  .  .  .  .  13 

Cement  fillings . 12 

Teeth  treated . 15 

Pulps  capped . 15 

Root  fillings . 3 

Pulps  removed,  with  cocaine  .  2 


Permanent  teeth  and  roots  ex¬ 
tracted  . 68 

Deciduous  teeth  extracted  .  .  53 

Scaling . 

Pyorrhoea  Alveolaris  . 

Alveolar  abcess  .  . 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Evan  P.  Wentworth,  D.M.D. 


■^hqO 
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PARENTAL  SCHOOL. 


Trustees’  Report. 

In  the  last  report  of  this  institution  it  was  stated  that 
under  a  new  statute  the  boys  could  be  committed  up  to  the 
termination  of  the  school  age.  There  was  also  a  provision 
that  such  boys  could  be  put  on  probation,  before  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  this  sentence,  by  the  joint  action  of  the  Trustees,  the 
courts  and  the  Superintendent  of  Schools. 

In  order  satisfactorily  to  carry  out  this  method  of  releases 
on  probation  a  merit  system  has  been  arranged  (see  Report 
for  1904-1905,  page  13),  which  was  designed  to  be  a  test  of 
fitness  for  such  release.  In  many  cases  this  has  been  tried 
with  gratifying  results.  One  hundred  and  seventy-three  boys 
have  been  released  on  probation  during  the  year,  fifteen  * 
of  whom  have  been  returned  for  violating  the  terms  of  their 
release. 

Therefore,  in  respect  to  158  boys,  the  new  system  has 
worked  well.  Without  compelling  these  boys  to  serve  out 
their  full  sentence  in  the  institution,  the  discipline  of  the 
Parental  School  has  taught  habits  of  regularity  and  the 
necessity  of  attending  school,  so  that  these  boys  have  ceased 
to  be  truants. 

The  one  defect  that  still  exists  in  our  merit  system  is  that 
we  have  not  the  full  and  hearty  co-operation  of  some  of  the 
judges  who  deal  with  truants.  The  Trustees  have  been 
unable  to  persuade  them  that  it  is  best  for  the  individual 
boy,  as  well  as  for  the  whole  school,  to  give  the  boys  a 
chance  on  probation  when  they  have  demonstrated  their  fit¬ 
ness  therefor  by  the  test  which  has  been  devised.  Often  a 
boy  who  is  arbitrarily  refused  after  he  has  earned  his  merits 
becomes  discouraged,  loses  his  grip  upon  himself  and  his 
work,  and  so  influences  his  companions  that  they  are  not 
stimulated  to  do  their  best.  We  hope  that  with  the  growing 
interest  in  juvenile  matters  the  courts  will  soon  be  in  more 
hearty  accord  with  our  efforts. 

The  Parental  School  is  very  crowded.  The  average  num¬ 
ber  of  boys  is  over  250.  The  school,  as  at  present  planned, 
does  not  contemplate  receiving  more  than  225  boys.  At 

*  One  of  these  fifteen  was  returned  on  a  new  mittimus  and  in  Superintendent 
Dame’s  report  is  counted  as  a  new  admission. 
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times  the  number  has  exceeded  280.  The  present  school¬ 
rooms  are  inadequate,  and  we  are  obliged  to  have  a  class 
occupying  one  of  the  sitting-rooms  in  a  cottage.  There  is 
no  place  in  the  institution  sufficiently  large  to  allow  more 
than  40  or  50  boys  to  come  together  at  one  time.  There  is 
no  gymnasium  whatsoever. 

The  greatest  need,  and  a  present  insistent  necessity,  of 
the  institution  is  a  school  building  of  sufficient  size  to 
include  an  assembly  hall,  a  sloyd  room  and  a  gymnasium. 

A  new  dormitory  is  also  one  of  the  needs  of  the  immedi¬ 
ate  future. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  THE 

PARENTAL  SCHOOL. 


To  the  Trustees  for  Children : 

In  accordance  with  the  prescribed  duties  of  the  Superin¬ 
tendent,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my  fifth  annual 
report  for  the  year  ending  January  31,  1906. 

The  following  statistics  present  a  partial  summary  of 


tables  found  elsewhere  in  this  volume  : 

Number  of  boys  February  1,  1905 

220 

( t 

44 

committed  during  the  year  . 

261* 

4  4 

4  4 

returned  from  probation 

14* 

44 

4  4 

discharged  during  the  year  . 

40 

4  4 

4  4 

released  on  probation  . 

173 

4  4 

44 

died  ..... 

1 

44 

4  4 

January  31,  1906 

281 

Average  daily  attendance  .... 

250.8 

Average  of  hoys  committed,  11  years  6  months  8  days. 

Average  time  spent  in  the  school  by  boys  discharged  and 
released  on  probation,  1  year  1  month  11  days. 

School  Wobk. 

The  school  work  has  been  the  same  substantially  as  during 
the  past  few  years. 

The  school  hours  are  the  same  as  in  the  public  schools  of 
the  city,  and  each  boy  has  two  periods  (one  and  a  half  to  two 
hours  each)  a  week  at  manual  training,  the  larger  boys  hav¬ 
ing  sloyd  and  the  smaller  boys  having  basketry,  raphia  work 
and  cardboard  work. 

In  the  vacation  school  of  five  weeks  instruction  was  given 
in  English,  sloyd,  basketry  and  raphia  work  to  those  most 
backward  in  those  branches. 

Wobk  out  of  School. 

The  work  of  the  boys  out  of  school  has  been  as  varied 
as  in  past  years.  A  great  amount  of  labor  is  necessary  to 
keep  the  buildings  and  grounds  in  good  condition,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  work  that  must  be  done  in  the  kitchens,  the 


*  One  boy  committed  was  returnable  from  probation. 
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dormitories,  the  bakery,  the  laundry,  the  boiler-room,  the 
barn  and  the  gardens,  and  the  boys  of  necessity  have  had  to 
do  most  of  this  work.  This  daily  routine  of  work  and  re¬ 
sponsibility  is  an  important  and  forceful  element  in  training 
and  character  building.  From  a  purely  educational  stand¬ 
point  it  may  not  be  of  great  value,  but  it  affords  a  kind  of 
moral  training  which  some  children  never  have  the 
opportunity  to  acquire.  This  work  like  all  other  well  directed 
work  may  (and  in  most  cases  does)  develop  in  the  boys  the 
habit  of  doing  work  well  for  the  pride  they  take  in  it  and 
the  love  they  have  for  it.  All  who  have  regular  tasks 
acquire  in  some  degree  those  virtues  of  work  which  charac¬ 
terize  the  successful  man  —  punctuality,  neatness,  orderliness, 
concentration,  perseverance  and  thoroughness.  And  the 
doing  of  common  everyday  work  of  the  institution  by  the 
boys  is  quite  as  valuable  and  quite  as  powerful  in  habit 
forming  and  in  character  building  as  the  work  of  the  schools. 

Reading  Matter. 

During  the  year  each  cottage  has  been  supplied  with  a 
library  of  fifty  well  selected  books,  which,  with  books  drawn 
from  the  Boston  Public  Library,  two  copies  weekly  of  the 
Youth’s  Companion  to  each  cottage,  and  numerous  magazines 
contributed  by  friends  of  the  school,  furnish  ample  reading 
matter  for  our  present  needs. 

Religious  Instruction. 

The  Catholic  boys  have  attended  St.  Theresa’s  Church 
regularly,  and  twenty-two  were  confirmed  in  September.  The 
Protestant  boys  have  attended  the  South  Evangelical  Church, 
and  the  Jewish  boys  have  had  regular  weekly  lessons  under 
the  instruction  of  Mr.  Max  M.  Fritz,  Mr.  Albert  Hurwitz, 
Mr.  Herman  Mintz,  Mr.  Philip  Davis  and  Mr.  Arthur  L. 
Mayer.  Grateful  acknowledgment  is  hereby  made  to  those 
who  have  given  so  unselfishly  of  their  time  and  energy  to  the 
religious  instruction  of  the  boys. 

Health. 

The  general  health  of  the  boys  has  been  excellent.  There 
have  been  no  epidemics  and  very  few  cases  of  serious  sick¬ 
ness.  However,  the  year  was  saddened  by  the  death  of  one 
boy  from  tuberculosis. 

For  a  detailed  statement  of  our  hospital  record  I  would 
refer  you  to  Dr.  Collins’  report  accompanying  this.  Your 
attention  is  also  called  to  the  report  of  Dr.  E.  P.  Wentworth, 
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who  has  cared  for  the  boys’  teeth,  and  to  the  report  of  Dr. 
George  S.  Derby,  who  has  examined  the  boys’  eyes  and  pre¬ 
scribed  treatment. 

Twenty-two  boys  have  been  supplied  with  spectacles. 

Spouts  and  Contests. 

In  addition  to  their  daily  games  and  plays,  the  boys  enjoyed 
swimming  nearly  every  day  during  the  summer,  and  on 
Memorial  Day,  Bunker  Hill  Day  and  the  Fourth  of  July  they 
had  field  and  track  sports  and  contests  in  speaking,  singing, 
whistling,  dancing,  tumbling  and  harmonica  playing. 

Entertainments. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  three  entertainments 
given  in  Curtis  Cottage,  four  in  Phillips,  three  in  O’Brien 
and  two  in  Hart.  These  entertainments  consisted  chiefly  of 
recitations  and  vocal  and  instrumental  music. 

Mr.  Max  M.  Fritz,  assisted  by  several  readers  and  musi¬ 
cians,  gave  an  excellent  entertainment  to  the  Hebrew  boys. 
Mr.  Dudley  Prescott  entertained  all  the  boys  on  Christmas 
Day  with  imitations,  impersonations  and  ventriloquism. 

We  hereby  express  our  gratitude  to  all  those  who  so  kindly 
and  generously  assisted  in  entertaining  the  boys. 

Reasons  and  Excuses  for  Playing  Truant. 

Two  hundred  and  sixty-three  boys  gave  the  following 
reasons  and  excuses  for  playing  truant : 


Disliked  study,  lessons  too  hard,  school-room  too  hot  .  .36 

Teacher  was  cross  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .27 

Fear  of  punishment  at  school  ......  23 

Thought  teacher  did  not  like  him  .....  1 

Called  names  and  plagued  by  other  boys  1 

To  attend  the  theatre  and  ball  games  .  .  .  .  .82 

To  attend  the  Brockton  Fair  ......  5 

To  hang  around  the  wharves  ......  3 

Influenced  by  older  boys  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  40 

To  work  ..........  14 

To  play  ...........  14 

To  steal  ..........  10 

To  smoke  ........*  2 

To  help  mother  ........  2 

To  take  care  of  sister  .......  1 

Had  to  support  himself  .......  1 

Was  sick  ..........  1 


Total  .........  263 
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Assuming  that  these  reasons  and  excuses  are  correct,  it 
will  be  observed  that  88  boys  out  of  263  were  truant  because 
of  alleged  school  conditions.  In  other  words,  88  boys  were 
committed  to  the  Parental  School  because  some  element  of 
the  school  life  was  disagreeable  to  them  or  because  they 
feared  punishment  if  they  attended.  This  is  not  said  in 
criticism,  but  rather  in  commendation  of  the  public  schools, 
for  88  habitual  truants  out  of  a  school  population  of  102,880 
(tt§"o  one  Per  cenh)  is  certainly  a  very  small  number 
when  we  consider  the  large  classes  many  teachers  have  and 
the  small  amount  of  individual  attention  which  they  are  able 
to  give  their  pupils.  Besides,  it  is  true  that  fully  10  per 
cent,  of  our  boys  are  partly  or  wholly  incapacitated  for 
school  work  by  reason  of  defective  sight  and  hearing,  and 
the  majority  of  this  class  of  boys  would  be  included  in  the 
number  who  find  something  disagreeable  in  the  requirements 
of  the  school-room,  thus  materially  diminishing  the  number 
of  those  who  are  truant  because  of  some  disagreeable  feature 
in  the  school.  For,  if  they  could  only  receive  proper  medical 
treatment  and  be  provided  with  spectacles  when  attending 
the  public  schools,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  most  of 
them  would  not  become  truants. 

Of  the  263  boys  referred  to  above,  243  smoked  before 
coming  to  the  Parental  School,  169  were  habitual  smokers, 
90  attended  Sunday  School  regularly,  131  had  attended 
kindergarten,  140  were  members  of  boys’  clubs,  143  had 
been  visited  at  their  homes  by  their  teachers,  209  were  mem¬ 
bers  of  gangs.  About  one-fifth  of  the  members  of  these  gangs 
attended  school,  188  of  the  number  bunked  out  more  or 
less,  126  stole  money,  103  earned  money,  73  had  older 
brothers  who  never  played  truant. 

Defects  in  the  Release  System. 

The  release  system  has  been  in  effect  long  enough  to  reveal 
some  of  its  defects,  two  of  which  we  will  briefly  consider. 

One  serious  defect  in  the  release  system  is  that  it  is  not 
uniform  in  its  application.  Boys  in  one  section  of  the  city 
may  be  required,  because  of  the  attitude  of  the  judges  in  the 
district  courts,  to  remain  in  the  school  for  a  definite  period 
(at  sentence)  of  one  year,  eighteen  months  or  two  years,  as 
the  case  may  be,  regardless  of  their  efforts  and  success  in 
earning  the  required  number  of  merits,  while  boys  from  other 
sections  are  released  soon  after  they  have  earned  the  required 
number.  To  those  compelled  to  remain  in  the  school,  feeling 
that  they  have  earned  their  release  by  honest  effort,  there 
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appears  to  be  some  favoritism  which  to  them  means  nothing 
short  of  injustice.  This  sense  of  unjust  treatment  is  bad  in 
its  effect  on  the  boys.  It  gives  them  a  wrong  idea  of  justice. 
Besides,  a  boy  who  has  earned  the  required  number  of  merits 
by  honest  effort  is  apt  to  be  discouraged  when  his  release  is 
refused,  and  consequently  in  many  cases  he  becomes  careless 
or  reckless,  and  derives  little  benefit  from  remaining  longer 
in  the  institution. 

Another  defect  is  the  great  difference  in  the  degree  of 
promptness  and  despatch  with  which  releases  are  granted. 
Some  are  granted  within  two  weeks  or  even  in  less  time 
after  being  recommended,  while  others  are  delayed  for  weeks 
or  even  months  before  they  are  finally  disposed  of.  From 
the  boys’  standpoint  this  is  unjust  and  the  effect  is  not 
wholesome.  They  naturally  feel  that  there  is  something 
wrong  when  they  see  boys  going  home  whose  releases  were 
recommended  weeks  or  months  after  theirs  were  recom¬ 
mended.  In  consequence  they  are  apt  to  acquire  an  anxious 
and  disturbed  frame  of  mind  and  to  derive  little  benefit  from 
remaining  longer  in  the  school. 

In  addition  to  the  bad  effects  on  individual  boys,  there 
are  other  evils  more  general  in  their  application,  inasmuch  as 
they  affect  the  discipline,  the  morals  and  the  physical  well¬ 
being  of  a  large  number  of  boys  massed  together  in  one 
body.  For,  if  all  the  boys  could  be  released  promptly  when 
they  have  earned  the  required  number  of  merits,  the  mem¬ 
bership  would  be  considerably  reduced  and  the  evils  of  over¬ 
crowding  would  be  eradicated. 

A  Great  Need. 

Our  greatest  need  at  the  present  time  is  a  new  school 
building  in  which  the  boys  may  have  as  good  accommoda¬ 
tions  and  as  good  an  equipment  as  may  be  found  in  most 
primary  and  grammar  schools  of  the  city.  A  glance  at  our 
present  school  buildings  is  sufficient  to  demonstrate  their 
utter  lack  of  fitness  for  our  present  needs  and  purposes. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  P.  Dame, 

Superintendent. 


February  1,  1906. 
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MEDICAL  REPORT. 


Mr.  D.  P.  Dame, 

Superintendent : 

Dear  Sir,  — A  perusal  of  the  hospital  report  for  the  past 
year  will  show  that  considerable  work  has  been  done  to  main¬ 
tain  a  high  standard  of  physical  well-being  among  the  boys. 
With  an  increase  in  the  average  number  of  boys  in  the  school 
there  has  been  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  number  of 
cases  treated,  and  a  marked  increase  over  any  of  the  previous 
years  of  the  hospital’s  existence. 

Each  boy  upon  entrance  to  the  school,  or  very  soon  there¬ 
after,  has  been  given  a  thorough  physical  examination,  and 
the  results  have  been  duly  recorded.  A  tabulation  of  abnor¬ 
malities  found  upon  such  examination  is  appended. 

Fortunately  there  have  been  no  serious  epidemics  in  the 
school,  the  nearest  approach  being  a  considerable  increase  in 
the  number  of  tonsilitis  cases  over  that  of  last  year  and  pre¬ 
vious  years. 

There  lias  been  but  one  case  of  diphtheria  and  one  of  ty¬ 
phoid.  The  former  was  sent  to  the  Boston  City  Hospital 
for  treatment,  and  the  latter  to  the  Faulkner  Hospital  in 
Jamaica  Plain.  A  case  of  diabetes  mellitus  and  one  of  mas¬ 
toiditis  were  also  sent  to  the  City  Hospital,  the  last  case 
being  operated  on  at  that  institution. 

One  case  of  lobar  pneumonia  after  two  weeks’  duration 
developed  into  phthisis  and  was  taken  to  the  Free  Home  for 
Consumptives  at  Dorchester.  The  boy  subsequently  died 
while  there. 

During  the  year  Dr.  Stevens  has  performed  eleven  opera¬ 
tions  for  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoid  growths,  with  the 
result  that  almost  without  exception  the  cases  have  shown 
marked  improvement  in  general  health. 

Dr.  Worthington  during  his  service  set  a  fracture  of  both 
bones  of  the  leg. 

During  Dr.  Howell’s  service  five  circumcisions  were  per¬ 
formed  upon  pronounced  cases  of  phimosis. 

One  obstinate  case  of  skin  disease  was  sent  to  Dr.  Smith 
for  diagnosis  and  recommendation  as  to  treatment. 
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With  the  largely  increased  steady  demand  upon  the  hospi¬ 
tal  in  the  past  five  years  (as  will  be  seen  from  the  appended 
table)  the  facilities  at  the  present  time  are  inadequate.  The 
cardinal  need  is  that  of  enlarging  the  dispensary  room,  haying 
it  fitted  with  a  stationary  basin  and  running  hot  and  cold 
water. 

It  will  be  interesting  to  note  that  if  the  number  of  cases  as 
given  in  this  report  were  treated  at  a  minimum  charge  by  a 
physician  coming  in  from  outside,  instead  of  under  the 
present  regime,  the  amount  of  expense  would  total  over 
$3,000. 

I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  express  my  gratitude  to 
you  for  the  kind  and  courteous  treatment  I  have  received  at 
your  hands.  I  wish  also  to  tender  my  thanks  to  the  members 
of  the  visiting  staff  for  the  kind  assistance  they  have  so 
generously  given  me. 


Hospital  and  Out-Patient  Cases  Treated. 


Infectious  Diseases: 

Acute  articular  rheumatism  5 

Diphtheria . 1 

Malaria . 10 

Mumps . 1 

Still’s  disease . 2 

Typhoid  fever . 1 

Diseases  Respiratory  System: 

Adenoids . 3 

Adenoids  and  tonsils  re¬ 
moved  . 11 

Bronchitis . 10 

Coryza . 21 

Laryngitis . 12 

Lobar  pneumonia  ....  1 

Pharyngitis . 32 

Peritonsilitis . 1 

Pleurisy . 1 

Pleurodynia . 1 

Phthisis . 1 

Rhinitis . 1 

Tonsilitis . 75 


Diseases  Circulatory  System: 
Mitral  regurgitation  ...  2 

Diseases  Digestive  System: 

Acute  gastric  indigestion  .  47 
Acute  intestinal  indigestion  21 


Alveolar  abscess  ....  10 

Appendicitis  ......  1 

Constipation . 15 

Acute  gastritis . 1 

Gastro-enteritis  ....  1 

Gastralgia . 19 

Oxyuria  vermicularis  .  .  2 

Stomatitis . 3 

Toothache . 12 


Skin: 

Dermatitis  venenata  ...  4 

Dermatitis  calorica  ...  1 

Eczema . 5 

Erythema  intertrigo  ...  2 

Erythema  multiforme  .  .  1 

Furuncle . 31 

Herpes  facialis . 3 

Herpes  labialis . 6 

Herpes  zoster . 1 

Ichthyosis  simplex  ...  1 

Impetigo  contageosa  ...  21 

Pediculi  capitis . 1 

Pediculi  corporis  ....  4 

Pediculi  vestimentorum  .  .  2 

Pemphigus . 1 

Psoriasis . 1 

Pustules  of  knee  ....  3 

Pustules  of  neck  ....  1 

Rlius  toxicodendron  ...  1 

Scabies . 9 

Septic  mosquito  bites  .  .  4 

Vervuca  vulgaris  ....  1 

Urticaria . .  2 

Eye: 

Blepharitis . 5 

Burn  of  cornea . 1 

Burn  of  sclera . 1 

Catarrhal  conjunctivitis  .  .  7 

Follicular  conjunctivitis .  .  11 

Phlyctenular  conjunctivitis .  2 

Vernal  conjunctivitis  ...  1 

Eye  strain . 1 

Hordeolum . 4 


Ear: 

Acute  otitis  media  ....  1 
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Chronic  catarrhal  otitis 


media . 10 

Chronic  purulent  otitis 

media . 17 

Otitis  externa  circumscript .  3 

Cerumen . 6 

Mastoiditis . 2 

Otalgia . 2 

Old  mastoid  operation  .  .  1 

Wounds,  Bruises  and  Sprains: 

Abrasions . 57 

Burns . IS 

Contusions . 44 

Incised  wounds . 39 

Lacerated  wounds  ....  32 

Punctured  wounds  ...  9 

Septic  wounds . 40 

Sprains . 4 

Fractures: 

Metacarpal . 1 

Both  bones  of  leg  ....  1 


Miscellaneous: 

Adenitis,  cervical  ....  5 


Adenitis,  inguinal  ....  1 

Albuminuria . 1 

Blisters . 5 

Broken  tooth . 1 

Carbuncle . 1 

Circumcised . 5 

Debility . 1 

Diabetes  mellitis  ....  1 

Enuresis . 26 

Febricula . 1 

Headache . 19 

Ingrowing  toenail  ....  2 

Mastitis . 3 

Migraine .  1 

Nostalgia . 1 

Paronychia . 16 

Pott’s  Disease  fold)  ...  1 

Synovitis . 1 

Splinters  removed  ....  25 

Swallowed  foreign  body  .  .  2 

Torticollis . 4 

Unclassified  ......  13 

*  Total . 884 


Abnormalities  found  on  Physical  Examination  of  269  Boys 
on  Entrance  or  Returned  from  Probation. 


Nose  and  Throat : 

Adenoids . 67 

Atrophic  rhinitis  ....  1 

Broken  nose . 2 

Deviated  septum  ....  39 

Enlarged  tonsils  ....  26 

“  turbinates  ...  4 

Hypertrophic  rhinitis  .  .  1 

Spur  in  nose . 1 


Funnel  chest . 1 

Pigeon  “ . 5 

Heart  abnormalities  ...  6 

Spine  : 

Spinal  curvature  ....  6 

Abdomen  : 

Hernia,  inguinal  ....  6 

u  umbilical  ....  1 


Eye  : 

Blepharitis  ......  2 

Chronic  conjunctivitis  .  .  1 

Defects  vision . 6 

Ear  : 

Cerumen . 8 

Defects  hearing  ....  3 

Otitis  media . 4 

Perforated  drum  ....  4 

Head  and  Neck  : 

Discharging  gland  neck  .  .  1 

Hydrocephalus . 2 

Oxycephalus . 3 

Torticollis . 2 

Chest  : 

Asymmetrical  chest  ...  2 

Barrel  “  ...  3 

Flat  “  ...  4 


Genetalia  : 


Phimosis . 

.  .  71 

Undescended  testicle  . 

.  .  17 

Extremities  : 

Atrophy  one  shoulder 

.  .  1 

Flat  or  pronated  feet  . 

.  .  16 

Loss  one  arm  .  .  . 

.  .  1 

u  “  finger  .  . 

.  .  1 

Skin  : 

Eczema . 

.  .  3 

Impetigo  contagiosa  . 

.  .  2 

Scabies  . 

.  .  4 

Miscellaneous  : 

Poorly  developed  .  . 

.  .  9 

Poor  teeth  .... 

.  .  22 

Impediment  speech 

.  .  2 

Total . 

.  .  360 

*  This  total  represents  the  actual  number  of  conditions  treated.  One  patient  may 
be  under  treatment  for  two  or  more  conditions  at  the  same  time. 
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Comparative  Table  Showing  Yearly  Increase  in  Cases  Treated 

for  Past  Five  Years. 


Year. 

1901. 

1902. 

1903. 

1904. 

1905. 

House  Patients . 

141 

218 

279 

178 

269 

Out  Patients . 

271 

186 

418 

275 

606 

Totals . 

412 

404 

697 

453 

875 

Visiting  Staff.  —  Dr.  A.  M.  Worthington,  Dr.  H.  B.  Stevens, 
Dr.  W.  W.  Howell,  Dr.  E.  N.  Libby. 

Ophthalmologist.  —  Dr.  George  S.  Derby. 

Dermatologist.  —  Dr.  C.  Morton  Smith. 

Aurist.  —  Dr.  H.  B.  Stevens. 

Considting  Surgeon.  — Dr.  J.  S.  Stone. 

Matron.  —  Mrs.  Janet  Machon. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Arthur  N.  Collins, 

Medical  House  Officer. 

Parental  School,  West  Roxbury,  February  1,  1906. 


Children’s  Institutions  Department. 


25 


DENTAL  REPORT. 


Mr.  D.  P.  Dame, 

Superintendent  Parental  School : 

Dear  Sir,  —  Below  please  find  my  report  for  the  year 
1905-1906. 


Number  of  boys  examined  .  .  272 

Amalgam  fillings . 108 

Cement  fillings . 20 

Gutta  percha  fillings  ....  13 

Pulps  capped . 10 

Alveolar  abscess . 37 


Scaling . 9 

Permanent  teeth  extracted  .  178 
Temporary  “  u  .  457 

Extracted  for  regulating  .  .  1 

Putrescent  permanent  teeth  .  160 
Exposure  of  pulp . 18 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Evan  P.  Wentworth,  D.M.D. 


OPHTHALMOLOGIST’S  REPORT. 


D.  P.  Dame, 

Superintendent  Parental  School : 

Dear  Sir,  —  Below  is  the  ophthalmologist’s  report  for 
the  year  ending  January  31,  1906. 

Number  of  boys  examined  .... 

Glasses  prescribed  for  ..... 

Diseases  : 

Adenoid  hypertrophy  of  conjunctiva 
Subacute  conjunctivitis  .... 

Phlyctenular  conjunctivitis 
Blepharitis  ...... 

Corneal  scars  ...... 

Vernal  conjunctivitis  .... 

Convergent  strabismus  .... 

Respectfully  submitted, 

George  S.  Derby,  M.D. 


266 

22 


11 

2 

4 

5 
4 
1 
3 


26 


City  Document  No.  9. 


PLACING-OUT  DIVISION. 


Trustees’  Report. 

The  placing-out  work  is  the  embodiment  of  the  idea  gradu¬ 
ally  developed,  but  now  generally  accepted,  that  the  best  way 
to  make  good  citizens  of  dependent  children  is  not  to  crowd 
them  into  great  institutions,  but  to  scatter  them  through  the 
community  so  that  they  grow  up  in  the  natural  way  with  other 
children.  The  Marcella-street  Home  was  used  for  dependent 
and  neglected  children  when  this  Board  of  Trustees  was  ap¬ 
pointed  in  189T.  The  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Trustees 
that  all  the  children  (excepting  those  that  need  treatment 
in  hospitals)  should  be  placed  in  families  led  to  a  rapid 
removal  of  the  inmates,  and  after  sixteen  months  the  buildings 
were  closed.  It  had  become  plain  to  all  that  even  many  of  the 
delicate  children  could  be  cared  for  in  country  families. 

The  placing-out  system  began,  however,  long  before  that. 
In  1874,  Mr.  McCarthy,  now  General  Agent  of  the  Placing- 
Out  Division,  was  appointed  an  Agent  for  Aiding  Discharged 
Prisoners.  When  four  months  had  elapsed,  he  not  only  had 
perceived  clearly  the  importance  of  taking  children  from  the 
Almshouse  and  placing  them  in  the  country,  but,  having  ob¬ 
tained  the  approval  of  the  Commissioners,  had  actually  started 
the  work.  Several  hundred  were  thus  placed  out  in  the  first 
year. 

The  brief  annals  that  tell  how  many  children  are  received 
and  discharged  in  a  year,  and  even  the  more  detailed  informa¬ 
tion  that  is  found  in  the  report  of  the  General  Agent  and  in 
the  appended  tables,  give  no  adequate  idea  of  what  it  means 
to  bring  up  many  hundred  children,  retaining  the  full  care  of 
them  often  during  their  whole  minority.  The  Trustees 
believe  that  this  work  is  well  done. 

To  enumerate  in  detail  all  the  activities  undertaken  by  any¬ 
one  directing  a  placing-out  system  would  be  to  go  through  all 
the  combined  responsibilities  and  duties  of  the  head  of  a  family 
and  the  head  of  a  school.  To  discharge  these  combined  func¬ 
tions  and  to  avoid  imperfections  in  carrying  them  out  is  the 
aim  of  the  Trustees. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  GENERAL  AGENT  FOR  THE 
PLACING-OUT  AND  OFFICE  DIVISION. 


To  the  Trustees  for  Children : 

The  report  of  the  work  for  this  division  for  the  year  ending 
January  31,  1906,  is  herewith  respectfully  submitted. 

This  division  deals  with  four  classes  of  city  minor  wards, 
namely:  Dependent  children,  that  is,  those  dependent  upon 
public  charity  who  are  received  from  their  parents  and  others 
on  account  of  poverty ;  neglected  children,  committed  by  the 
courts  ;  juvenile  offenders  on  probation ;  truants  on  proba¬ 
tion. 

The  total  number  of  children  of  all  classes  under  super¬ 
vision  in  families  at  the  close  of  the  official  year  and  subject 
to  visits  are  as  follows:  At  board,  393  in  families ;  on  indenture, 
319;  at  home  on  probation,  juvenile  offenders,  176  ;  and  tru¬ 
ants  124:  —  total,  1,040. 

Form  of  Application  for  Admission. 

The  undersigned  hereby  applies  for  the  admission  of . 

a  dependent  child,  to  the  care  of  the  Trustees  for  Children  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  providing  he  has  a  legal  settlement  in  this  city,  and  hereby 

authorizes  and  requests  said  Trustees  for  Children  to  have  said . 

instructed  and  brought  up  in  the . religion.  Baptized? 

Yes.  No.  Parish.  Signed. 

Form  of  Report. 

Name  of  child;  date  of  birth;  age;  color;  religion;  institution;  register 
number ;  date  of  application ;  of  investigation ;  of  report.  When  admitted. 
Ever  been  an  inmate  of  other  institution?  If  so,  what?  Application 

by . Name  of  father;  mother;  residence,  district.  By 

whom  supported;  occupation;  income  and  sources  of;  habits;  physical 
condition;  size  of  tenement;  condition  of  tenement;  surroundings. 
Report  of  neighbors;  of  Associated  Charities;  of  Police.  Public  or 
private  aid.  Prison  record  of  parents;  of  children,  if  any.  Time  em¬ 
ployed.  Remarks. 


Instruction  to  Families  Boarding  Children. 

In  placing  with  you  ....  from  the  Children’s 
Institutions  Department,  to  board,  we  ask  that  he  be  regarded 
as  a  member  of  your  family,  receiving  from  you  the  care  and 
training  that  you  would  desire  for  a  child  of  your  own,  and 
we  also  ask  your  careful  attention  to  the  following  directions  : 
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1.  Children  shall  be  fed  upon  good  and  nourishing 
food,  sent  early  to  bed,  and  at  all  times  be  kept  clean  and 
tidy. 

2.  You  are  expected  to  deal  firmly,  yet  gently,  with  chil¬ 
dren  placed  in  your  care ;  to  be  patient  with  them,  and  to 
consider  yourself  responsible  for  their  conduct  while  with 
you. 

3.  Children  shall  be  given  both  moral  and  religious  train¬ 
ing,  attending  the  church  of  their  own  faith,  and  especially 
shall  they  be  taught  to  be  truthful,  honest  and  obedient  in 
daily  life. 

4.  Children  of  school  age  must  attend  school  regularly, 
staying  out  only  by  reason  of  illness.  Reports  of  their 
attendance  shall  be  sent  to  the  department  at  the  close  of 
each  school  term,  on  blanks  provided  for  the  purpose. 

5.  When  old  enough  simple  household  duties,  not  too 
hard  for  the  age  and  strength  of  a  child,  may  be  given  them, 
that  they  may  acquire  habits  of  industry.  These  duties, 
however,  shall  not  be  allowed  to  interfere  with  their  hours  of 
recreation. 

6.  Two  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents  per  week  will  be 
paid  for  board  of  children  under  one  year,  clothing  to  be 
furnished  from  this  office;  $2.50  and  clothing  for  those  over 
one  year  and  under  two ;  $2.1(0  and  clothing  for  those  over 
two  and  under  five  years,  and  for  those  over  five  years  $2 
and  shoes,  but  no  other  clothing  furnished.  Special  terms 
will  be  made  in  the  case  of  delicate  or  defective  children. 

All  clothing  must  be  kept  in  good  repair  and  subject  to  the 
inspection  of  the  visitor.  When  children  are  removed  from 
a  place  all  clothing  belonging  to  them  must  be  taken  with 
them,  and  it  is  expected  that  they  will  leave  with  as  good  a 
supply  as  when  placed. 

Usually  not  more  than  two  children  will  be  placed  in  a 
family. 

7.  All  communications  between  children  and  their  rela¬ 
tives  shall  be  through  the  department. 

8.  Should  a  child  be  taken  ill,  the  department  must  be 
promptly  notified.  Simple  remedies  such  as  would  be  used 
for  one’s  own  children  in  similar  cases  may  be  used,  but  if 
the  illness  is  serious  and  of  a  nature  which  requires  imme¬ 
diate  attention,  you  are  instructed  to  employ  your  family 
physician.  Should  it  necessitate  the  continued  care  of  a 
physician  you  will  receive  instruction  from  the  department, 
and  if  the  child  needs  hospital  treatment  it  will  be  removed.* 

The  object  of  these  directions  is  to  avoid  large  bills  for 
medical  attendance. 
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Health. 

A  child  entering  the  department  is  carefully  examined  by 
the  Board’s  medical  officer,  whose  advice  and  report  assists  in 
the  selection  of  a  boarding  family,  institution  or  hospital 
which  its  needs  require.  * 

One  hundred  and  sixty-four  children  have  been  treated  by 
physicians  where  they  reside ;  84,  however,  have  been  brought 
to  the  city  for  treatment  at  hospitals.  Surgical  appliances 
have  been  supplied  to  T  boys  and  to  6  girls.  The  death 
rate  during  the  year  has  been  low  compared  with  the 
three  previous  years.  There  have  been  14  deaths  among  the 
dependent  and  neglected  children  ;  10  died  in  hospitals  and 
institutions  ;  4  in  families.  Seven  were  under  three  years  of 
age,  5  over  six  and  under  twelve,  and  2  were  over  seventeen 
years. 

Investigations. 

During  the  year  427  investigations  were  made  upon 
applications  for  the  release  of  children  from  the  House  of 
Reformation,  the  Parental  School  and  from  the  Placing-Out 
Division  to  their  homes.  There  were  also  460  applications 
for  the  admission  of  dependent  children,  of  whom  197  were 
admitted,  and  of  22  neglected  children  committed  by  the 
courts.  There  were  386  miscellaneous  investigations,  making 
a  total  of  1,295. 

Of  the  1,295  investigations,  482  were  for  dependent  and 
neglected  children,  a  large  proportion  having  no  settlement 
in  Boston.  These  State  cases  are  for  the  greater  part  inves¬ 
tigated  by  an  agent  of  this  department;  386  miscellaneous 
investigations  dealt  very  largely  with  people  who  came  to 
the  notice  of  this  department  either  by  a  personal  application 
or  through  friends,  and  for  whom  the  best  solution  of  the 
problem  seems  to  be  not  to  allow  any  formal  application  to 
be  made. 

The  most  important  part  of  the  miscellaneous  investiga¬ 
tions  deals  with  the  homes  from  which  the  children  now  in 
the  care  of  the  city  have  been  taken.  The  danger  of  reliev¬ 
ing  such  parents  for  a  limited  time  is  greatly  decreased  by 
the  constant  watchfulness  or  friendly  visiting  of  the  homes. 
In  many  cases  the  desire  to  get  the  children  back  has  been  a 
strong  motive  power  to  higher  standards  of  living  and  to 
having  the  permanent  care  of  their  own  children. 

No  class  of  applications  needs  more  careful  and  painstaking 
investigation  than  those  relating  to  illegitimate  children. 
This  year  there  were  50  applications,  34  of  which  proved  to 
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have  a  city  settlement.  Out  of  the  34,  19  were  admitted, 
8  of  whom  needed  hospital  care.  The  remaining  11  were  as 
follows :  1  abandoned ;  1  the  mother  being  a  mere  child  and 
heretofore  of  good  moral  character ;  1  the  mother  had  boarded 
the  child  for  three  years,  and  separation  seemed  the  wisest 
course  for  both  mother  and  child ;  2  were  the  children  of 
very  immoral  mothers ;  1  child  was  taken  temporarily,  the 
mother  and  grandmother  afterward  providing  for  it;  2,  while 
not  feeble-minded,  were  below  normal.  The  remaining  15 
were  as  follows :  5  provided  for  by  private  societies ;  3 
refused  investigation ;  6  were  cared  for  by  relatives ;  1  the 
alleged  father  gave  $275  for  the  support  of  child  —  funds  in 
the  care  of  a  private  society. 

Of  357  dependent  children  discharged  from  the  year  1899 
to  date  there  have  been  but  23  returned  to  the  care  of  the 
department  who  had  been  previously  released  to  parents. 
Six  of  these  children  belonged  to  one  family. 

Visits. 

Number  of  visits  made  to  dependent  and  neglected 
children  in  free  and  boarding  homes,  and  juvenile  offenders 
and  truants  in  their  own  homes,  during  the  year  by  the  paid 
visitors  of  the  department  was  3,105 ;  the  number  by  local 
visitors  285. 

To  children  in  country  homes  visits  are  unannounced ; 
condition  is  ascertained  by  personal  interview  with  the  child, 
the  family,  teacher  and  pastor.  The  general  appearance  of 
child,  health,  cleanliness  and  treatment  is  recorded.  Cloth¬ 
ing  and  sleeping  accommodations  must  be  examined,  and  the 
food  supply  is  judged  by  occasionally  calling  at  meal  hours. 
The  appearance  of  the  child  will  indicate  whether  the  food 
is  right  in  quantity  and  kind. 

Visitor’s  Report. 

To . religion . age . -with . religion . street . 

town . character  of  place . physical  condition  of  child . 

mental  condition . clothing . lodging . food . schooling 

. church . work.  Remarks . visited . by . 

We  have  five  families  in  the  suburban  towns,  each  of 
which  can  accommodate  four  or  five  children  needing  train¬ 
ing,  special  care  or  medical  treatment.  Children  awaiting 
admission  to  the  School  for  Feeble-Minded,  Hospital  for 
Epileptics  or  to  other  institutions  are  retained  at  these 
homes  until  a  vacancy  occurs. 
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Schooling. 

The  majority  of  teachers  take  a  deep  interest  in  the  chil¬ 
dren  under  our  care,  and  report  that  they  average  well  with 
others  in  mental  capacity,  scholarship  and  deportment. 

The  law  provides  for  the  tuition  in  the  public  schools  in 
any  city  or  town  of  a  child  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
fifteen  years  who  shall  be  placed  elsewhere  than  in  his  own 
home  by  the  Trustees  for  Children  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
An  appropriation  of  fifty  cents  is  paid  for  each  week  of  five 
days  or  major  part  thereof  of  attendance  of  every  such  child 
in  the  public  schools.  The  transportation  of  the  children  to 
and  from  a  public  school  is  also  payable  by  the  City  of 
Boston.  Settlements  of  the  accounts  of  the  several  cities 
and  towns  with  the  City  of  Boston  are  made  annually  on  the 
first  day  of  April,  and  the  amounts  found  due  are  required 
to  be  paid  within  three  months. 

Under  the  provision  of  this  law  all  bills  for  tuition  and 
transportation  are  audited  by  the  Trustees  and  paid  by  the 
School  Board  of  the  City  of  Boston,  the  amount  paid  for  the 
year  ending  April,  1905,  being  $5,535.39. 

Notice  to  Superintendent  of  Schools. 

Trustees  for  Children  —  City  of  Boston. 

City  Minor  Ward  of  School  Age. 

Name . Born . Placed  with . of . Date . 

Please  preserve  this  card  for  reference  in  making  out  bill  against 
City  of  Boston  under  provisions  of  Chap.  44,  Sect.  4,  Revised  Laws. 


Probation. 

The  system  of  probation  maintained  by  the  Children’s 
Institutions  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston  deals  with 
boys  only :  truants,  absentees  and  school  offenders  released 
from  the  Parental  School  and  juvenile  offenders  released 
from  the  House  of  Reformation. 

Releases  from  the  Parental  School  are  governed  by  chapter 
514,  Acts  of  1896  ;  those  from  the  House  of  Reformation 
for  juvenile  offenders  by  Revised  Laws,  chapter  224,  sections 
13,  14  and  15,  and  in  all  cases  depend  upon  the  merit  sys¬ 
tems  of  of  the  respective  institutions. 

Two  paid  agents  of  the  department  supervise  the  boys 
while  they  are  on  probation — one  for  either  class  —  the 
boys  from  the  Parental  School  until  they  are  sixteen  years 
old,  those  from  the  House  of  Reformation  until  they  are 
twenty-one.  Boys  from  the  Parental  School  are  also 
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watched  over  by  the  regular  truant  officers,  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  School  Board. 

Our  agents  see  these  boys  frequently,  usually  once  a 
month,  either  at  their  own  homes,  in  school  or  at  their 
work ;  when  necessary,  they  are  required  to  report  at  the 
office  at  stated  intervals.  The  agents  often  aid  in  securing 
work  for  those  above  school  age. 

By  the  co-operation  of  school  teachers,  police  and  truant 
officers,  boys  of  this  class  are  very  closely  guarded,  so  that 
a  large  majority  do  well. 

The  result  is  apparent  in  the  following  figures  for  the 
municipal  year  ending  January  31,  1906: 

Total  number  released  on  probation  from  Parental  School  .  173 
Returned  from  probation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .13 

Committed  to  other  institutions  ......  2 

Total  number  released  on  probation  from  House  of  Refor¬ 
mation  ..........  81 

Returned  from  probation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .11 

Committed  to  other  institutions  ......  8 

Boys  from  the  House  of  Reformation. 

There  are  frequently  boys  at  the  House  of  Reformation 
who  are  entitled  to  their  release  on  probation  from  having 
earned  their  merits  who  have  no  suitable  home  to  go  to  and 
are  not  adapted  to  farm  life.  Special  effort  has  been  made 
during  the  past  year  to  obtain  employment  for  such  proba¬ 
tioners  in  shops  and  factories  outside  of  Boston,  where  they 
would  be  separated  from  the  surroundings  and  influences 
which  led  to  their  commitment  to  the  care  of  this  department. 
In  such  cases  we  are  obliged  to  depend  largely  on  the  boy’s 
own  ambition  and  desire  to  improve  himself,  as  no  constant 
supervision  can  be  exercised  over  him.  The  result  has  been 
most  satisfactory.  In  almost  every  case  the  boy  seems  to 
have  appreciated  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  and  to  have 
made  great  effort  to  improve  his  condition.  Frequent  com¬ 
munication  is  held  with  these  boys,  both  by  letters  and 
visits,  and  they  are  constantly  encouraged  to  renewed  efforts 
for  improvement.  Several  transfers  from  boys  home  on 
probation  have  been  made  to  this  class  in  cases  where  the 
home  surroundings  were  not  good,  and  the  transfers  have 
shown  good  results.  Boys  who  were  not  regularly  employed 
at  home  have  worked  and  been  self-supporting,  paying  their 
own  board  and  exercising  good  judgment  in  expending  their 
money.  Many  of  the  boys  at  home  on  probation  have  been 
able  to  obtain  good  situations  on  account  of  the  training 
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which  they  have  received  in  the  trade  school  at  the  House 
of  Reformation,  fully  showing  the  great  advantages  obtained 
from  such  training. 

Our  local  visitors  who  are  assigned  to  the  county  where 
they  reside  keep  the  department  informed  on  matters  relative 
to  our  charges. 

The  same  persons  were  in  office  at  the  close  of  the  year 
located  as  follows :  Harwich,  Northampton,  Ashfield,  Orleans 
and  Rutland,  Mass.;  Moretown,  Yt. ;  and  Barrington,  N.  H. 

We  are  under  obligations  to  the  clergymen  of  the  various 
denominations  for  their  co-operation  in  all  that  relates  to  the 
spiritual  welfare  of  our  wards,  and  for  assistance  rendered 
our  agents  in  seeking  homes,  it  being  the  established  rule  of 
the  Board  in  placing  children  to  see  that  the  family  is  of  the 
same  religious  faith  as  the  parents  of  the  child,  and  when  old 
enough  the  children  are  required  to  attend  public  school, 
Sunday  school  and  church  regularly.  The  clergymen  and 
visiting  agents  see  that  these  rules  are  complied  with. 


Trustees  for  Children.  City  of  Boston. 

Rev.  Sir: 

You  are  respectfully  informed  that . ,  aged . years, 

religion . ,  a  ward  of  this  city,  was  this  day  placed  in  the  family 

of . ,  of . 

Yours  very  truly, 

General  Agent. 


In  order  to  personally  know  the  condition  and  situation  of 
our  wards  in  country  homes,  and  according  to  my  annual 
custom,  I  have  this  year  visited  some  42  towns.  I  found 
that  as  a  rule  the  children  were  well  clothed,  well  fed  and 
kindly  treated,  and  all  conditions  were  complied  with. 

Fewer  children  become  city  charges  in  recent  years  than 
formerly,  owing  to  the  good  work  done  by  the  various  chari¬ 
table  and  religious  organizations. 

There  is  an  unusual  demand  for  boys  and  girls,  particularly 
the  latter,  over  school  age,  for  free  homes;  144  such  homes 
were  unfilled  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

All  clothing  supplied  to  children  is  kept  at  the  office  and 
given  out  on  requisition;  1,322  suits  of  clothing  and  girls’ 
dresses,  2,7  03  pairs  of  boots  and  shoes,  1,000  pairs  of  rubbers, 
14,335  other  pieces,  making  a  total  of  19,360,  were  sent  out 
during  the  year.  A  record  is  kept  of  all  articles  given  out 
and  returned. 

£  Most  of  the  clothing  is  bought  in  quantity  at  wholesale 
prices. 
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The  following  statistics,  while  giving  in  a  general  way  the 
condition  of  children  in  the  care  of  the  Trustees  outside  the 
institution,  cannot  convey  to  the  mind  of  persons  not  familiar 
with  the  many  details  of  the  work  a  correct  idea  of  what  is 
actually  accomplished. 

Credit  is  due  my  assistants  for  services  well  rendered.  I 
am  under  obligations  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  encourage¬ 
ment  and  support,  and  the  various  public  and  private  chari¬ 
ties  for  their  kind  assistance  and  for  favors  received. 

Respectfully, 

John  E.  McCarthy, 

G-eneral  Agent. 


Children’s  Institutions  Department. 


35 


MEDICAL  REPORT. 


J.  E.  McCarthy,  Esq., 

General  Agent : 

Dear  Sir,  —  In  response  to  your  request  that  I  should 
make  a  brief  report  upon  my  work  during  the  past  year,  I 
would  respectfully  submit  the  following : 

A  large  majority  of  the  children  on  admission  to  this 
•  department  do  not  show  the  need  of  medical  treatment,  but 
many  of  them  give  evidence  of  insufficient  or  improper  feed¬ 
ing  and  of  neglect  in  a  general  way ;  on  the  other  hand, 
occasionally  a  baby  is  presented  whose  death  seems  probable 
in  a  very  short  time. 

Last  summer  a  week  spent  in  the  country  gave  me  inter¬ 
esting  experiences.  With  one  of  the  department  visitors  I 
examined  about  forty  children  in  their  temporary  homes  and 
discussed  their  health  and  genera]  welfare  with  the  women 
who  had  charge  of  them.  I  believe  that  everybody  who  has 
honestly  tried  to  do  good  placing-out  ivork  will  admit  that  it 
is  often  the  hardest  kind  of  task,  because  one  must  endeavor 
to  secure  a  satisfactory  adjustment  between  the  qualities  of 
the  child  on  the  one  hand  and  the  characteristics  of  the 
home  on  the  other.  On  this  trip  I  was  especially  impressed 
with  the  devotion  shown  so  generally  by  these  women  toward 
their  charges,  even  though  the  latter  were  not  always 
especially  attractive  ;  for  instance,  one  woman  had  carried 
a  delicate  child  in  her  arms  for  some  distance  to  the  corner 
where  the  barge  passed  in  order  that  the  child  might  attend 
school.  One  woman  and  her  little  boarder  were  evidently 
struggling  with  excitement  which  they  could  not  easily  con¬ 
ceal,  because  they  feared  that  we  might  decide  to  remove  the 
child,  of  whom  the  family  had  become  very  fond. 

In  these  very  informal  visits  a  good  opportunity  was  often 
presented  to  point  out  simple  principles  of  hygiene  of  ordi¬ 
nary  life.  The  lack  of  prompt  and  regular  attention  to  the 
condition  of  the  bladder  and  of  the  bowels  in  childhood  is 
responsible  for  much  discomfort  and  may  lay  the  foundation 
for  prolonged  ill  health.  Proper  habits  in  this  particular 
should,  therefore,  be  brought  to  the  careful  attention  of  those 
who  have  charge  of  the  training  of  these  children. 
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It  appears  to  be  the  usual  experience  of  our  visitors  to 
observe  marked  physical  improvement  in  the  majority  of 
cases  from  the  natural  life  in  simple  surroundings  in  the 
country.  If  this  result  does  not  follow,  after  a  short  time, 
it  seems  fair  to  inquire  whether  the  home  and  the  child  are 
well  suited  to  each  other,  or  whether  something  may  not 
need  correction  in  the  child’s  physical  condition.  Adenoid 
growths  have  received  much  attention  within  recent  years 
from  doctors  and  from  social  workers  as  well.  It  has  become 
rather  generally  known  that  such  growths  not  only  cause 
defective  hearing  and  make  the  child  appear  slow  and  dull 
and  even  simple-minded,  but  also  that,  in  an  indirect  way, 
by  nervous  irritation,  they  bring  to  light  undesirable  traits  of 
character  which  appear  to  an  unthinking  person  signs  of 
moral  depravity.  As  one  writer  has  put  the  matter,  we 
should  “  remove  every  hindrance  to  the  complete  development 
of  the  child,”  because  only  in  this  way  can  we  give  him  any¬ 
thing  like  a  fair  chance.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  we  have 
been  able  to  arrange,  this  year,  to  have  more  cases  than  ever 
before  brought  to  the  city  for  treatment  of  this  kind,  and  I 
may  take  this  opportunity  to  express  our  grateful  appreci¬ 
ation  of  the  generous  skill  of  the  physicians  of  the  hospitals 
where  so  much  has  been  done  for  our  children.  The  value 
of  observation  and  study  by  experts,  in  large  hospitals,  was 
well  illustrated  in  the  following  case :  A  report  came  that 
a  boy,  while  driving  in  a  rough  wood-road,  had  been  thrown 
out  of  a  cart,  striking  on  his  shoulder  and  head ;  and  that  he 
was  suffering  from  symptoms  suggesting  a  fracture  of  the 
skull.  Not  without  difficulty,  naturally,  he  was  brought  to 
a  hospital  in  Boston.  There  the  conclusion  was  reached 
that  he  was  suffering  from  a  disorder  sometimes  called  “trau¬ 
matic  hysteria,”  and  not  from  a  serious  organic  disturbance. 
To  correct  promptly  a  condition  of  this  sort  was  a  service  of 
very  great  value  to  that  young  man.  This  case  could  not 
be  considered,  in  any  sense,  a  reflection  upon  the  capacity  of 
the  doctor  who  first  was  called  to  the  case.  Men  who  prac¬ 
tise  medicine  at  places  remote  from  centres  of  population 
show  a  very  large  capacity  to  deal  with  emergencies  of  all 
sorts  in  which  the  city  man  would  often  find  himself  very 
inefficient.  Their  skill  and  devotion  to  the  wards  of  this 
department  merit  only  commendation. 

Having  no  hospital  of  its  own  anywhere,  the  department 
is  often  hard  pressed  to  secure  adequate  accommodations  for 
sick  children  brought  to  the  office  without  any  previous 
notice.  The  Long  Island  Hospital  renders  most  valuable 
assistance  in  situations  of  this  sort.  Doubtless  we  may  con- 
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sider  ourselves  fortunate  that  so  many  of  our  children  have 
escaped  serious  contagious  diseases,  when  we  reflect  that 
many  of  them  come  here  without  any  complete  report  of 
previous  illness  or  of  exposure  to  the  same.  I  am  reminded 
here  of  one  very  pleasant  incident.  A  man,  whose  wife  had 
just  died,  was  planning  to  send  his  two  little  girls  back  to 
his  mother  in  the  old  country,  and  asked  the  department  to 
take  care  of  them  for  a  few  days.  Upon  investigation  it  ap¬ 
peared  that  both  had  recently  contracted  whooping  cough. 
When  it  was  made  clear  to  the  man  how  unfair  it  would  be 
for  him  to  shut  his  children  up  in  the  ship  with  other  pas¬ 
sengers,  he  accepted  the  decision  that  the  girls  must  first 
recover  before  it  would  be  right  for  them  to  take  that 
journey.  Subsequently  he  came  to  the  office  to  express  his 
grateful  appreciation  of  the  good  treatment  which  had  con¬ 
tributed  toward  their  speedy  recovery. 

Two  boys  walked  into  the  office  one  day,  the  elder  of 
whom  showed  plain  symptoms  of  typhoid  fever,  from  which 
disease  another  member  of  the  family  had  just  died.  The 
younger  bo}^  showed  scarcely  enough  symptoms  to  warrant  a 
diagnosis.  But,  on  the  strength  of  the  history  and  of  his 
appearance,  I  made  an  urgent  appeal  to  the  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital,  and  the  boys  afterward  received  there  the 
best  possible  care;  but  in  spite  of  this  early  and  thorough 
treatment  the  younger  did  not  recover. 

Many  boys  and  girls  cause  comparatively  little  trouble 
while  young.  After  twelve  years  of  age,  however,  that  sub¬ 
tle  development  begins  which  has  such  great  importance  for 
the  child’s  future.  With  these  physical  changes  there  appear 
often  most  curious  traits  of  character  which  may  result  tem¬ 
porarily  or  permanently  in  endless  complications  in  the  life 
of  that  individual.  During  these  years  the  visitor  must  have 
at  command  keenness  and  discretion,  firmness  and  tact. 
Nervous  irritability,  eccentricity  and  moral  difficulties  may 
disappear  after  a  removal  of  adenoids,  or  indeed  merely  from 
improved  habits  of  thought  and  action  acquired  through  the 
example  of  others  in  the  home.  But  occasionally  at  this 
time  there  appears  on  the  intellectual  side  a  stationary  period, 
or  even  a  sort  of  retrograde  movement,  and  actual  mental 
disorder  may  develop. 

In  the  midst  of  the  discouragement  arising  from  these  com¬ 
plicated  situations,  one  sometimes  gets  encouragement  from 
unexpected  sources,  as  in  the  case  of  a  little  girl  of  thirteen 
years,  formerly  not  by  any  means  a  model  child,  who  said  to 
the  visitor  that  she  never  would  have  believed  that  people 
lived  so  well  as  this,  and  that  she  wished  efforts  might  be 
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made  to  find  her  little  sister  so  that  she  too  might  be  brought 
up  in  this  way.  It  takes  a  good  many  bad  days  to  counter¬ 
act  the  hopefulness  of  every  experience  of  this  sort. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Arthur  C.  Jelly. 


This  report  of  the  Trustees  for  Children,  including  re¬ 
ports  of  officers  of  the  department,  is  respectfully  sub¬ 
mitted. 


CHARLES  P.  PUTNAM,  Chairman, 
JOHN  O’HARE, 

LEE  M.  FRIEDMAN, 

HASKET  DERBY, 

JAMES  P.  CLEARY, 

MARY  BOYLE  O’REILLY, 

ANNIE  G.  MURRAY,  Secretary . 
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APPENDIX. 


GENERAL  AND  FINANCIAL  STATISTICS. 


Table  No.  1. 

Comparisons  of  Admissions ,  including  Court  Commitments ,  for  the  past 

Ten  Years. 


Dependent. 

Neglected. 

Truants. 

Juvenile 

Offenders. 

Total. 

1895  . 

232 

24 

140 

93 

489 

1896  . 

275 

29 

167 

75 

546 

1897  . 

259 

28 

167 

93 

547 

1898  . 

187 

37 

189 

126 

539 

1899  . 

108 

30 

189 

113 

440 

1900  . 

171 

23 

171 

107 

472 

1901 . 

112 

25 

204 

89 

430 

1902  . 

131 

24 

242 

104 

501 

1903  . 

113 

10 

213 

89 

425 

1904  . 

129 

26 

193 

81 

429 

1905  . 

197 

22 

260 

84 

563 

Total  in  Charge  by  Classes  and  Present  Placing  at  the  end  of  Years  1902 ,  1903 ,  1901/.  and  1905. 
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Table  No.  IB. 


Dependent  and  Neglected  Children  in  Charge  at  end  of  Year  1905. 


Dependent. 

Neglected. 

Total. 

Boarding . 

313 

69 

382 

Indentured . 

228 

121 

349 

Other  institutions . 

166 

12 

178 

Total . 

707 

202 

909 

Table  No.  2. 

Average  Number  of  Children  in  Care  of  the  Department. 

Average  number  of  dependent  and  neglected  children  in 

free  homes  ........  345 

Average  number  of  dependent  and  neglected  children 

boarding  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .366 

Average  number  of  dependent  and  neglected  children  in 

institutions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .180 

Average  number  of  juvenile  offenders  in  House  of  Refor¬ 
mation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .160 

Average  number  of  juvenile  offenders  on  probation  from 

the  House  of  Reformation  .  .  .  .  .  .223 

Average  number  of  truants  in  Parental  School  .  .  251 

Average  number  of  truants  on  probation  from  the  Parental 

School  .........  69 

Total  average  in  care  of  the  department  .  .  .1,594 


Table  No.  2A. 


Total  and  Average  Cost  of  the  Three  Divisions. 


Placing-Out  and  Office  Division 
Parental  School  . 

House  of  Reformation 


$90,471  13 
54,642  67 
41,970  33 


Total . $187,084  13 

Income  from  the  three  divisions  (bills  and  cash 

forwarded  to  the  City  Collector)  .  .  .  191  43 


Total  net  cost  ......  $186,892  70 


Average  per  capita  cost  of  total  number  of  children 

under  our  care  for  the  year  .  .  .  .  $117  25 

Average  per  capita  expense  of  total  number  of 

children  under  our  care  per  week  .  .  .  2  25 
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Expended  from  Loan  Appropriations. 
Parental  School. 


Land  and  buildings  .  .  .  .  .  .  $62  50 

Furnishing  three  new  cottages  ....  206  50 


New  Loan  Appropriations. 

Rainsford  Island,  reconstructing  wharf,  etc.  .  .  $6,000  00 


Table  No.  2B. 

Office  Expenses. 

Salaries  ........  $12,078  70 

Furniture  and  library  supplies  .  .  .  .  189  97 

Printing  ........  125  92 

Stationery  ........  196  92 

Postage  ........  437  86 

Office  expenses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  69  99 

Telephone  ........  235  75 


$13,335  11 

Printing  done  for  this  division  by  the  House  of 

Reformation,  not  paid  for  ....  445  12 


Total . $13,780  23 


Of  this  amount  it  has  been  roughly  estimated  that  811,400 
has  been  expended  on  the  work  of  the  Placing-Out  Division, 
and  82,380.23  on  work  for  the  House  of  Reformation,  the 
Parental  School,  and  on  probationers  from  these  institutions. 


Table  No.  2C. 

Placing-Out  Division. 

Board  of  children  ...... 

Board  of  children  at  the  Massachusetts  School  for 
the  Feeble-Minded,  Hospital  for  Epileptics,  State 
Sanatorium,  and  Long  Island  (average  number 
during  year,  127  children)  .  .  . 

Board  of  children  at  the  hospital  cottages  for 
children  (average  number  during  the  year,  15 
children)  ........ 

Clothing  and  expressage  ..... 

Medical  care  and  medical  and  surgical  supplies 
Transportation  (visitation  and  travelling  expenses) , 
Entertainment  and  school  supplies 
Burials  ........ 

Expenses,  account  adoption  of  children 

Carried  forward  ...... 


$40,363  93 


19,932  40 


2,473  05 
6,500  45 
2,367  48 
5,369  29 
34  92 
61  00 
33  50 

$77,136  02* 
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Brought  foncard  .... 

•  • 

$77,136 

02 

Shoes  received  from  the  House  of  Reformation,  not 

paid  for  ...... 

•  • 

767 

65 

Total  expenses  .... 

•  • 

$77,903 

67 

Clothing  furnished  truants  on  probation, 
Clothing  furnished  House  of  Reforma- 

$211  18 

tion  boys  out  on  probation 

Increase  in  inventory  of  clothing  on 

82  70 

hand  February  1,  1906,  over  February 
1,  1905  ...... 

463  50 

Total  income  .... 

•  • 

757 

38 

Net  total  ..... 

•  • 

$77,140 

29 

Table  No.  2D. 

Expenditures  of  Placing-Out  Division  . 

•  • 

$77,146 

29 

Estimated  proportion  of  office  expenses 

expended 

on  this  division  .... 

•  • 

11,400 

00 

Total  •••••• 

•  • 

$88,546 

29 

Cost  of  board  of  children  at  Massachusetts  School 

for  the  Feeble-Minded  and  other  institutions 

22,405 

45 

Net  expenditure  for  children  in  homes  (free 

and  boarding)  .  .  .  .  .  .  $66,140  84 


Table  No.  2E. 

Of  the  total  number  of  children  placed  out  in  families  the 
average  number  boarded  during  the  year  was  366. 

The  average  number  of  children  on  indenture  in  free  homes 
during  the  year  was  345,  for  whom  the  only  expenses  were  a 
proportion  of  the  transportation,  of  office  expenses,  clothing 
and  a  few  other  small  items. 

The  average  number  of  children  in  country  homes  (both 
free  homes  and  boarding  homes)  was  Til. 

The  cost  of  board  for  the  whole  number  was 
The  cost  of  transportation  for  the  whole  number 
as  •••••••• 

The  cost  of  clothing  for  the  whole  number  was 
The  cost  of  medical  care  for  the  whole  number  was 


1  otal  ........ 

Per  capita  expense  of  children  placed  in  families, 
including  these  items  . 


$40,363  93 

5,369  29 
5,743  07 
2,367  48 


$53,843  77 


$75  73 
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*  Average  Cost ,  including  Office  Expenses. 

Total  cost  of  children  placed  in  families  .  .  $66,140  84 

Per  capita  total  expense  of  children  in  families  .  93  02 


Table  No.  2F. 

Expenses  for  House  of  Reformation. 

Salaries  : 

' 

Superintendent  .... 

$2,000 

00 

Officers  and  matrons 

11,293 

35 

Teachers  ..... 

3,270 

50 

$16,563 

85 

Food  and  ice  .... 

• 

8,528 

63 

Fuel  and  lights  ..... 

• 

3,388 

08 

Furniture  and  utensils 

• 

2,407 

33 

Repairs  and  improvements  . 

• 

2,367 

31 

Agricultural  supplies 

• 

2,009 

53 

Clothing  and  bedding 

• 

1,813 

74 

School  and  library  supplies 

• 

525 

05 

Medical  care  and  supplies  . 

• 

289 

23 

Soap  and  disinfectants 

• 

224 

20 

Stationery  and  postage 

• 

118 

73 

Sundries  (including  entertainments  for 

inmates, 

transportation,  freight  and  telephone) 

• 

344 

13 

Industries  (shoemaking  and  printing)  . 

• 

3,390 

52 

Total  ..... 

• 

$41,970 

33 

Laundry  work  done  by  the  Parental  School  and  not 

paid  for  ..... 

• 

2,144 

93 

Estimated  proportion  of  office  expenses 

• 

360 

00 

Total  ..... 

• 

• 

$44,475 

26 

Amount  of  work  done  by  the  shoe-shop  for  the 

other  divisions,  and  cash 

$2,486 

60 

Amount  of  work  done  by  the  printing 

office  for  other  divisions  and  cash 

552 

12 

Cash  received  from  sale  of  cattle,  etc. 

31 

20 

Income  from  House  of  Reformation 

• 

• 

t3,069 

92 

Total  cost  ..... 

• 

• 

$41,405 

34 

Per  capita  expense  of  an  average  of  160  boys  at  the 

House  of  Reformation  during  the  yeai 

• 

• 

$258 

78 

*Of  the  average  number  boarded  during  the  year  (366), — 

The  average  cost  of  board  per  capita  was . $110  28 

The  average  cost  of  clothing  per  capita  (estimated)  .  .  .  10  93 

The  average  cost  of  medical  care  per  capita  (estimated)  .  5  46 


Total . $126  67 

t  Income  from  the  House  of  Reformation.  Of  this  amount,  $160.80  has  been  sent 
to  the  City  Collector. 
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Per  capita  expense  of  an  average  of  160  boys  per 
week  ........ 

Shoes  made  by  the  shoe-shop  for  boys  at  the  insti¬ 
tution  ........ 

Printing  done  by  the  printing  office  for  the  institu- 
tion  ........ 

Making  an  additional  income  from  industries 

of.  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 


Table  No.  2 G. 

Expenses  for  Parental  School. 

Salaries  : 

Superintendent  ....  $2,000  00 
Officers  and  matrons  .  .  .  15,578  54 

Teachers  .....  8,548  50 


Food  and  ice  ...... 

Fuel  and  lights  ....... 

Clothing  and  bedding  ...... 

Repairs  and  improvements  .  .  .  .  . 

Furniture  and  utensils  ...... 

Agricultural  supplies  . 

School  and  library  supplies  .  .  .  .  . 

Soap  and  laundry  supplies  and  expenses 
Medical  care  and  supplies  . 

Printing,  stationery  and  postage  .  .  .  . 

Sundries  (including  entertainment  of  inmates,  trans¬ 
portation,  freight  and  telephone) 

Total  ....... 

Estimated  proportion  of  office  expenses 
Amount  due  House  of  Reformation  for  shoes 
Amount  due  House  of  Reformation  for  printing 


Laundry  work  done  for  the  House  of 

Reformation  .  .  .  .  .  $2,144  93 

Cash  received  for  junk,  etc.  .  .  30  63 


Total  net  cost  ...... 

Per  capita  expense  of  an  average  of  251  boys  at 
the  Parental  School  during  the  year  . 

Per  capita  expense  of  an  average  of  251  boys  at 
the  Parental  School  per  week  .... 


$4  95 


$1,074 

05 

131 

50 

$1,205 

55 

$26,127 

04 

12,395 

02 

5,255 

95 

2,422 

10 

2,055 

59 

1,835 

00 

1,719 

96 

871 

63 

790 

74 

484 

79 

237 

81 

447 

04 

$54,642 

67 

475 

00 

1,592 

85 

103 

50 

$56,814 

02 

*2,1 75 

56 

$54,638 

46 

$217 

68 

4 

17 

Laundry  work  was  done  for  the  officers  and  inmates  of  the 
Parental  School,  making  an  additional  income  of  $4,890.86. 


*  Of  this  income  $30.63  was  sent  to  the  City  Collector. 
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Table  No.  3. 

Inventory  and  Appraisal  of  Beal  and  Personal  Estate,  January  31,  1906, 
Parental  School,  West  Roxbury. 


Land  ..... 

• 

•  •  • 

$50,000 

00 

Buildings  .... 

• 

a  •  • 

192,500 

00 

Furniture  and  household  goods 

• 

•  •  • 

6,700 

00 

Clothing,  bedding  and  dry  goods 

• 

•  •  • 

3,500 

00 

Soap  and  laundry  equipment  and  supplies 

800 

00 

Stationery  and  book  (office) 

• 

•  •  • 

50 

00 

Library  books 

• 

•  •  • 

180 

00 

School  equipment  and  supplies 

• 

•  •  • 

1,100 

00 

Engineering  department,  tools  and 

supplies  . 

275 

00 

Agricultural  department,  stock, 

wagons,  carriages 

and  supplies 

1,400 

00 

Farm  products 

60 

00 

Flour,  groceries,  etc.  . 

700 

00 

Coal  ..... 

1,900 

00 

Wood  .... 

20 

00 

Oils  ..... 

18 

00 

Fire  equipment  . 

300 

00 

Total 

• 

•  •  • 

$259,503 

00 

House  of  Reformation,  Rainsford  Island. 


Land  ......  $20,000  00 

Buildings  .....  43,000  00 


Mechanical  fixtures  ..... 
Furniture  and  household  goods 
Chapel  furnishing  ..... 
Clothing,  bedding  and  dry  goods 
Provisions  and  groceries  .... 
Soap  and  laundry  supplies  .... 
Medical  and  surgical  supplies 
Stationery  and  books  ..... 
School  equipment  and  supplies 
Sloyd  equipment  and  supplies 
Engineering  department,  tools  and  supplies  . 
Printing  department,  equipment  and  supplies 
Shoemaking  department,  equipment  and  supplies 
Agricultural  department,  equipment  and  supplies 
Carpenter  shop,  equipment  and  supplies 
Blacksmith  shop,  equipment  and  supplies 
Life-boat  equipment  ..... 
Fire  equipment  ...... 


$63,000  00 
133  00 
1,907  00 
650  00 
2,115  00 
633  00 
112  00 
61  00 
58  00 
925  00 
501  00 
144  00 
2,575  00 
5,880  00 
1,381  00 
410  00 
40  00 
100  00 
245  00 


Carried  forward  . 


$80,870  00 
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Brought  forward . 
Coal  . 

Oil  ... 


$80,870  00 
900  00 
41  00 


Total 


$81,811  00 


Office  of  the  Trustees  and  Placing-Out  Division. 


Furniture,  etc. 

Stationery  and  office  supplies 
Clothing  and  dry  goods 


$1,200  00 
320  00 
2,777  86 


Total 


$4,297  86 
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STATISTICS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  REFORMATION. 


Table  No.  4. 


Showing  the  Number  Committed  to  the  House  of  Reformation  During 
the  Year  1905,  and  their  Offences,  all  Sentences  being  for  Minority. 


Offences  against  property  : 

Attempt  to  break  and  enter 
Breaking  and  entering  . 

Breaking,  entering  and  larceny  . 
Burning  a  building 
Injury  to  railroad  signal 
Malicious  injury  to  real  estate  . 
Larceny  ..... 
Larceny  from  person  . 

Trespass . 

Committed  for  disorderly  conduct : 

Being  a  vagrant  .... 
Building  a  bonfire 
Drunkenness  .... 
Idle  and  disorderly 

Committed  as  stubborn  children  . 
Returned  from  probation  by  Trustees 


1 

10 

5 

1 

1 

1 

38 

5 

1 

—63  66.32% 

5 

1 

1 

1 

—  8  8.42% 

15  15.79% 

9  9.47% 


Total  number  committed . 95 


Table  No.  4A. 

Commitments,  Discharges  and  Number  of  Inmates  during  the  Last  Eight 

Years. 


1898. 

1899. 

*0061 

1901. 

1902. 

1903. 

1904. 

1905. 

Total  number  in  the  House  of  Reformation 

at  the  beginning  of  the  years . 

159 

143 

135 

88 

112 

119 

131 

148 

Total  number  committed . 

126 

113 

107 

89 

104 

89 

81 

95 

Total  number  during  each  year . 

285 

256 

242 

177 

216 

20S 

212 

243 

Total  number  discharged . 

142 

121 

154 

65 

97 

77 

64 

83 

Total  number  on  the  books  of  the  Institu- 

tion  January  31,  1S99,  1900,  1901,  1902,  1903, 

1904,  1905, 1906 . 

143 

135 

88 

112 

119 

131 

148 

160 

Runaways . 

17 

12 

Actual  unmber  in  Institution  January  31, 
1899,  1900,  1901,  1902, 1903, 1904,  1905,  1906. .. 

126 

123 

88 

112 

119 

131 

148 

160 

Table  No.  5. 

Showing  the  Number  Released  on  Probation  from  the  House  of  Reformation  during  1905 ,  and  their  Condition  at  the  end  of  the 

Year  ;  also  the  Number  Discharged  from  House  of  Reformation. 
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Table  No.  6. 


Showing  Number  of  Boys  Committed  to  the  House  of  Reformation  during 
the  past  Year  from  each  of  the  Court  Districts  of  the  City. 


Superior  . 
Central 
Roxbury  . 
West  Roxbury 
Dorchester 
South  Boston 
Brighton  . 
Charlestown 


4 

30 

3 

4 
11 

6 

3 

7 


East  Boston 
Chelsea  . 


Returned  . 
Total 


.  17 
.  1 

86 
.  9 

.  95 


Table  No.  7. 


Showing  Nativity,  and  Nativity  of  Father  of  Boys  Committed  to  the 
House  of  Reformation  during  the  Year  1905. 


Nativity. 

Per  cent. 

Nativity 
of  Father. 

Per  cent. 

Boston . 

59 

62.11 

14 

14.74 

Elsewhere  in  Massachusetts, 

12 

12.63 

5 

5.26 

Elsewhere  in  United  States.. 

5 

5.26 

9 

9.47 

Foreign  born  . . 

19 

20.00 

57 

60.00 

Unknown . 

10 

10.53 

Total . 

95 

100.00 

95 

100.00 

Table  No.  8. 


Showing  by  Months  the  Number  Committed  to  the  House  of  Reformation 

during  the  Year  1905. 


February . 7 

March  14 

April  .  .  .  .  .14 

May  ......  9 

June ......  5 

July  ......  8 

August . 15 


September 
October  . 
November 
December 
January  . 

Total  . 


Average  attendance  in  Institution  . 

Largest  number  in  Institution  during  year  . 
Smallest  number  in  Institution  during  year  . 


159.73 

174 

146 


^■^iO(NQO 
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Table  No.  9. 

Showing  Age  of  Boys  at  House  of  Reformation  at  Commitment  and  at 
R elease  on  Probation  during  the  Year  1905. 


AGE. 

Number 

Committed. 

Per  cent. 

Number 
Released  on 
Probation. 

Per  cent. 

7 . 

1 

1.05 

8 . 

2 

2.11 

9 . 

2 

2.11 

10 . 

3 

3.16 

11 . 

6 

6.31 

12 . 

13 

13.68 

13 . 

8 

8.42 

5 

6.02 

14 . 

26 

27.37 

8 

9.65 

15 . 

26 

27.37 

15 

18.07 

16 . 

4 

4.21 

15 

18.07 

17 . 

4 

4.21 

25 

30.12 

18 . 

10 

12.25 

19 . 

5 

6.02 

Totals . 

95 

100.00 

83 

100.00 

Average  age . 

13.51 

16.17 
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Table  No.  10. 

Showing  Length  of  Time  in  House  of  Reformation  by  Boys  Discharged 

and  Released  during  the  Year  1905. 


3  months  or  less . 

*3 

2  years,  2  months . 

4 

4  “  . 

1 

2  “  3  “  . 

3 

6  “  . 

1 

2  “  4  “  . 

1 

7  “  . 

1 

2  “  5  “  . 

1 

9  u  . 

4 

2  “  6  “  . 

2 

10  “  . 

4 

2  “  8  “  . 

2 

11  “  . 

2 

2  “  9  “  . 

2 

1  year . . 

3 

2  “  11  “  . 

1 

1  “  1  month . 

5 

3  “  .  . 

1 

1 

1  u  2  months . 

2 

3  “  1  month . . 

1 

1  “  3  “  . 

6 

3  “  2  months . 

t3 

1 

1  “  4  “  . 

4 

3  “  3  “  . 

1  “  5  “  . 

3 

3  “  6  “  . 

2 

1  “6  11  . 

3 

3  “  7  “  . 

1 

1  “  7  “  . 

2 

4  “  1  month . 

1 

1  “  8  “  . 

3 

4  ‘ 1  2  months . 

1 

1  “  9  “  . 

1 

4  “  5  “  . 

1 

1  “11  “  . 

2 

4  “  8  “  . 

1 

2  years  . 

2 

4  “  10  “  . 

1 

2  “  1  month . 

1 

*  Of  these,  one  was  discharged  by  order  of  court, 
f  Of  these,  one  was  transferred  to  Massachusetts  Reformatory. 
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Table  No.  1 1 . 


Showing  for  1905  the  Average  Number  of  Inmates ,  etc. 


Average  number  of  inmates  .  .  .  .  . 

Number  of  new  commitments  .  .  . 

Number  returned  for  any  cause  . 

Number  placed  on  probation  .  .  .  .  . 

Discharged  by  transfer  to  Massachusetts  Reformatory, 
Discharged  by  order  of  court  . 

Average  time  by  months  spent  in  the  House  of  Refor¬ 
mation  by  all  boys  released  or  discharged 
Average  time  by  months  spent  in  the  House  of  Refor¬ 
mation  by  all  boys  released  on  probation  . 


159.73 

86 

9 

81 

1 

1 

22.12 


22.16 


Table  No.  12. 


Showing  Conditions  and  Conduct  at  end  of  Year  1905  of  all  Boys 
on  Probation  outside  the  House  of  Reformation ,  subject  to  the 
Control  of  the  Trustees. 


On  Probation. 

At  Home. 

On  Probation. 

On  indenture  and 
boarding. 

On  Probation. 

Working 

independently. 

All  boys  on 
probation. 

Per  cent. 

Doing  well . 

81 

17 

4 

102 

46.36 

Conduct  fair . 

60 

7 

7 

74 

33.64 

Conduct  unsatisfactory . 

23 

3 

2 

28 

12.73 

Have  been  in  other  penal  institutions, 

11 

11 

'  5.00 

Whereabouts  and  conditions  un- 

known . 

3 

2 

5 

2.27 

Total . 

178 

29 

13 

220 

100.00 
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Table  No.  13. 

Showing  Status  of  all  Boys  under  Trenty-one  whose  Names  were  on  the 
Books  of  the  House  of  Reformation  from  May  1 ,  1895,  to  January 
31,  1906 . 


In  tlie  House  of  Reformation . .  160 


Released  from  the  House  of  Reformation,  but  still  subject 
to  the  control  of  the  Trustees: 

At  home  (working) . 

At  home  (attending  school) . 

Indentured  (working) . 

Working  independently . 

In  penal  institutions  other  than  the  Massachusetts  Re¬ 
formatory  ......... 

Boarding . 

Lost  sight  of,  this  year . 

Lost  sight  of,  previously . 


166 

7 

26 

13 

2 

1 

2 

3 


220 


Discharged  from  the  care  of  this  department: 

Released  to  go  out  of  State . 

In  United  States  Army . 

In  United  States  Navy  and  Marine  Corps 
Sent  to  Massachusetts  Reformatory  this  year 
Sent  to  Massachusetts  Reformatory,  former  years 
Discharged  to  Massachusetts  State  Prison 

“  to  parents  as  unfit  subjects  . 

“  to  Lyman  School . 

“  to  Insane  Hospital  .... 

“  to  School  for  Feeble-Minded 

“  to  Home  for  Destitute  Catholic  Children 

“  on  account  of  error  in  commitment  . 

“  on  decision  of  corporation  counsel  . 

“  on  writ  of  habeas  corpus  . 

“  by  order  of  Trustees  .... 

Fine  cases  discharged  at  expiration  of  sentence  oi 
on  payment  of  fine,  previously  .... 
Discharged  on  arriving  at  age  of  twenty-one 
Died . 


36 

23 

48 

7 

73 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 


199 

176 

20 


Names  occurring  more  than  once  on  the  records: 


.  Returned  to  House  of  Reformation  this  year  .  .  10 

Returned  to  House  of  Reformation  previously  .  .  105 

Recommitted  to  House  of  Reformation  by  court  this 

year  . . 1 

Recommitted  to  House  of  Reformation  by  courts 
previously . 21 


- 13T 


1,115 


Total 
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Table  No.  14. 


Shoiving  Occupation  of  Boys  Outside  of  the  House  of  Reformation 
( subject  to  the  control  of  the  Trustees)  having  Regular  Employ¬ 
ment  at  end  of  Year  January  31,  1906. 


Employed  in  Trades  : 

Baker  .... 

Blacksmith 

Bookbinder 

Carpenter  .... 
Confectioners 

Cooks  .... 
Coopers  .... 
Coppersmith 
Electricians 

Engraver  .... 
Fireman  .... 
Gasfitter  .... 
Machinists 

Painters  .... 
Paper  hanger 

Plumbers  .  .  .  . 

Printers  .... 
Roofer  .... 
Tailors  .... 

Employed  in  Factories  : 

Shoe  shops  .... 
Factories  (other  than  shoe-shops) 

Employed  in  stores,  markets,  etc. 

Bookkeeper  .... 
Bootblacks  .... 
Elevator  boy  .... 
Express  teams  .... 
Farmers  ..... 
Hostler  ..... 
Janitor  ..... 
Laborers  ..... 
Longshoremen  .... 
Lumber  yard  .... 
Messenger  boys  .... 
Office  boy  ..... 
Pedlers  ..... 
Pugilist  ..... 
Restaurant  .... 
Sailors  ..... 


3 
2 
1 
1 
2 

4 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 

10 

3 
1 
2 

15 

1 

4 

—  56 


22 

36 

—  58 
20 


1 

2 

1 

8 

7 

1 

1 

5 

o 

id 

1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

3 

4 


Carried  forward . 


44  134 
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Brought  forward 
Switchman 
Teamsters 
Woody  arcl 


44  134 
1 
13 

3 

—  61 


Total 


195 


Table  No.  15. 

Agricultural  Products  Raised  During  the  Year  Ending  January  31, 1906, 


and  List  of  Live  Stock  on  Hand. 
Milk . 

2,730  gallons 

Hen’s  eggs 

862  dozen 

Dressed  pork  . 

7,280  pounds 

Dressed  beef  . 

1,362  “ 

Dressed  chickens 

25  “ 

Dressed  fowl 

35  “ 

Dressed  ducks 

52  “ 

Apples  . 

18  bushels 

Asparagus 

30  bunches 

Beans  (shell) 

6  bushels 

Beans  (string) 

15  “ 

Beans  (Lima) 

2  “ 

Beet  greens  . 

10  “ 

Beets 

23  “ 

Cabbage 

197  heads 

Carrots  . 

'  5  bushels 

Celery  . 

500  heads 

Corn  (green)  . 

2,352  ears 

Cucumbers 

5  bushels 

Lettuce  . 

223  heads 

Parsnips 

3  bushels 

Peas  (green)  . 

6  “ 

Radishes 

2,275  bunches 

Rhubarb 

800  pounds 

Spinach 

5  bushels 

Squash  . 

1,000  pounds 

Tomatoes 

18  bushels 

Turnips 

27  “ 

Sold  : 

1  tuberculous  cow  to  State 

• 

• 

• 

$25  00 

2  cow  hides 

•  • 

• 

• 

• 

17  00 

1  veal  hide 

•  • 

• 

• 

• 

1  12 

2  horses 

3  cows 
19  hogs 

Live  Stock  on  Hand. 

100  hens 

8  pullets 

5  cockerels 

6  ducks 
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STATISTICS  OF  THE  PARENTAL  SCHOOL. 


Table  No.  16. 

Showing  the  Number  of  Boys  in  the  School  at  the  beginning  of  the  Year , 
together  with  the  Number  Committed,  Discharged,  Released  on  Pro¬ 
bation,  Returned  from  Probation,  and  Recommitted  during  the 
Year. 


Number  in 
School 

Feb.  1,  1905. 

Committed. 

Discharged. 

Released  on 
Probation. 

Returned 

from 

Probation. 

Died. 

Recommitted. 

First 

time. 

Second 

time. 

Third 

time. 

1905 . 

220 

*  261 

40 

172 

15 

1 

46 

9 

2 

*  One  boy  committed  was  returnable  from  probation. 


Table  No.  17. 


Showing  Nativity  of  Boys  Committed  during  the  Year. 


Number. 

Per  cent. 

Boston . 

194 

74.33 

Elsewhere  in  Massachusetts . 

31 

11.87 

Elsewhere  in  United  States . , . 

9 

3.45 

Foreign  born . 

27 

10.35 

Total . 

261 

100.00 
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Table  No.  18. 

Nativity  of  Parents  of  Boys  Committed  during  the  Year. 


Number. 

Per  cent. 

Both  parents  born  in  United  States . 

48 

18.39 

“  “  Ireland . 

55 

21.07 

u  “  Russia . 

21 

8.05 

“  “  Italy . 

33 

12.64 

“  “  Canada  . 

12 

4.60 

“  “  Some  other  foreign  country , 

13 

4.98 

One  parent  native  born . 

42 

16.09 

Both  parents  foreign  born,  but  of  different 
nationalities .  . 

21 

8.05 

One  parent  native  born  and  one  unknown . 

2 

.77 

One  parent  foreign  born  and  one  unknown . 

3 

1.15 

Boys  whose  parents  nativity  was  unknown . 

11 

4.21 

Total . 

261 

100.00 

Table  No.  18A. 


Showing  Parental  Relations  of  Boys  Committed  during  Year. 


Number. 

LPer  cent. 

Both  parents  living . 

174 

66.67 

Father  only  living.. . 

17 

6.51 

Had  stepmother . 

11 

4.22 

Mother  only  living . 

36 

13.79 

Had  stepfather . 

14 

5.36 

Both  parents  dead . 

9 

3.45 

Total . 

261 

100.00 

Children’s  Institutions  Department. 
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Table  No.  18B. 

Showing  Number  of  Boys  Committed  during  the  Year  who  Belonged  — 


Group. 

Number. 

To  eldest  child  group . 

68 

To  youngest  child  group . 

43 

To  only  child  group.  . . 

20 

Total 


131 


Table  No.  19. 

Showing  Age  of  Boys  at  Commitment  for  Year  ending  January  31, 

1906. 


AGE. 

Number. 

Per  cent. 

7  years . 

4 

1.53 

8  “  . 

11 

4.22 

9  “  . 

26 

9.96 

10  “  . 

39 

14.94 

11  “  . 

64 

24.52 

12  “  . 

69 

26.44 

13  41  . 

42 

16,09 

14  “  . 

0 

2.30 

15  “  . 

Total . 

261 

100.00 

Average  age,  11  years  0  months  8  days. 
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Table  No.  20. 

Showing  the  Number  of  Boys  Committed  from  each  of  the  Court 

Districts  for  the  Year. 


Number. 

Per  Cent. 

Central . . . . . 

110 

42.15 

South  Boston . 

44 

16.86 

Roxbury . 

28 

10.73 

Dorchester . 

28 

8.81 

East  Boston . 

29 

11.11 

Charlestown . 

19 

7.28 

West  Roxbury . 

7 

2.68 

Brighton . 

1 

•  .38 

Superior  Criminal . 

Total . 

261 

100.00 

Children’s  Institutions  Department. 
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Table  No.  21. 


Showing  Average  Attendance  and  Number  Committed ,  Discharged, 
Released  on  Probation,  Returned  from  Probation ,  and  the  Deaths, 
by  Months. 


Committed. 

Returned 

from 

Probation. 

Discharged. 

Released  on 

Probation. 

Died. 

Average 

Attendance. 

February,  1905 . 

18 

7 

2 

223  8 

March . . . 

28 

6 

3 

236  1 

April  . 

28 

8 

13 

246  7 

May  . 

43 

5 

11 

273  1 

June  . 

10 

1 

1 

22 

27,8  2 

July . 

2 

19 

258  0 

August  . 

10 

246  1 

September  . 

3 

2 

2 

31 

226  5 

October . 

55 

3 

2 

18 

1 

235.5 

November  . 

24 

1 

2 

14 

254  8 

December . 

15 

4 

4 

H 

262  2 

January,  1906  . 

37 

1 

3 

19 

268.8 

Total . 

261 

14 

40 

173 

1 

250.8 

Table  No.  22. 

Showing  Length  of  Time  Spent  in  Parental  School  by  Boys  Discharged 
and  Released  during  the  Year  ending  January  31,  1906. 


One  month  or  less .  — 

Two  months  or  less .  1 

Three  11  “  “  1 

Four  “  “  “  1 

Five  “  “  u  1 

Six  “  “  u  — 

Seven  “  “  “  1 

Eight  “  u  u  .  20 

Nine  “  “  *l  26 

Ten  “  “  u  21 

Eleven  “  u  “  .  16 

Twelve  u  u  “  .  48 

Thirteen  months  or  less .  14 


Fourteen  months 

or  less . 

10 

Fifteen  “ 

4  t  u 

6 

Sixteen  “ 

u  it 

7 

Seventeen  “ 

u  u 

5 

Eighteen  ‘‘ 

1 1  tt 

2 

Nineteen  “ 

4  4  44 

3 

Twenty  u 

4  4  4  4 

— 

Twenty-one  months  or  less. .  . 

O 

O 

Twenty-two  “ 

4  4  4  4 

1 

Twenty-three  u 

4  4  4  4 

3 

Twenty-four  “ 

4  4  4  4 

23 

213 


Average  time  spent  in  the  Parental  School  by  boys  discharged  and 
released  during  the  year,  1  year  1  month  12  days. 
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Table  No.  23. 


Agricultural  Products  Raised  during  Year  ending  January  31 ,  1906,  and 


L 


st  of  Live  Stock  on  Hand. 


Apples 
Asparagus 
Beans  (shelled) 
Beans  (string) 
Beets 

Cabbage  . 


Carrots 
Cauliflower 
Celery 

Corn  (green) 

Cucumbers 
Currants  . 

Chickens  and  fowls  (dressed) 
Pullets  raised 


Hay 
Lettuce 
Melons 
Onions  (dry) 
Onions  (bunch) 
Parsnips  . 
Peas 

Pumpkins  . 
Radishes  . 
Rhubarb 
Spinach 
Strawberries 
Squash 
Tomatoes  . 
Turnips 


.  25  bushels 

.  40  bunches 

.  6  bushels 

64  “ 

39  “ 
1,885  heads 

.  53  bushels 

.  50  heads 

2,100  “ 

860  dozen 
45  bushels 
1 2  quarts 
517  pounds 
87 

.  736  (lozen 

.  5  tons 

1,514  heads 

40 

.  32  bushels 

140  bunches 
16  bushels 

27  “ 

.  375  pounds 

360  bunches 
575  pounds 
.  2  bushels 

549  quarts 
4,170  pounds 
78  bushels 

28  “ 


Live  Stock  on  Hand. 

4  horses  5  hogs 


172  fowls 


Children’s  Institutions  Department. 
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STATISTICS  OF  THE  PLACING-OUT  DIVISION. 


Table  No.  24. 


Total  Number  of  Investigations  during  the  Year. 


Number. 

Per  cent. 

For  admission . . . 

482 

32.05 

Miscellaneous . 

386 

25.66 

Of  boarding  homes . . 

69 

4.59 

Of  free  homes . 

120 

7.98 

For  release  from  House  of  Reformation  (to  par- 

ents1  homes) . 

109 

7.25 

For  release  from  Parental  School  on  probation 

(to  parents1  homes) . 

246 

16.35 

r 

For  release  from  Placing-Out  Division . 

72 

4.79 

For  adoption  and  guardianship . 

6 

.40 

For  return  to  House  of  Reformation  from  proba- 

tion . 

14 

.93 

Total . 

1,504 

100.00 

Investigation  and  Disposal  of  Applications  for  Admission  of  Dependent  Children  during  the  Year. 
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Table  No.  26. 

Number  of  Dependent  and  Neglected  Children  Admitted  to  the  Care 

of  the  Department  during  the  Year. 


Coys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Dependent  Children . : . 

104 

93 

197 

Neglected  Children . 

12 

10 

22 

Total . 

116 

103 

219 

Table  No.  27. 


Nativity ,  Parent  Nativity  (Father),  and  Pace  of  Children  Received 

during  the  Year. 


Dependent. 

Neglected. 

1905. 

Per  cent. 

1905. 

Per  cent. 

Native  born . 

189 

95.94 

22 

100.00 

Foreign  born . 

8 

4.06 

Total . 

197 

100.00 

22 

100.00 

White . 

193 

97.97 

21 

95.45 

Colored . 

4 

2.03 

1 

4.55 

Nativity  of  Father. 

"NTn.fi  vfi  liorri . 

60 

30.46 

7 

31.82 

Canada  and  Provinces. . 

15 

7.61 

1 

4.54 

Foreign  born . 

102 

51.78 

14 

63.64 

TTriVnnwn . 

20 

10.15 

Total . . . 

197 

100.00 

22 

100.00 
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Table  No.  28. 


Domestic  Condition  of  Children  Admitted  During  the  Year. 


• 

Dependent. 

Neglected. 

1905. 

Per  cent. 

1905. 

Per  cent. 

Had  both  parents . 

110 

55.85 

15 

68.18 

No  parents . 

20 

10.15 

Father  only . 

24 

12.18 

4 

18.18 

Mother  only . 

24 

12.18 

3 

13.64 

Illegitimate . 

19 

9.64 

Total . 

197 

100.00 

22 

100.00 

Step-father . 

4 

Step-mother . 

1 

Father  sick  or  disabled . 

15 

Mother  sick  or  disabled . 

36 

1 

Both  parents  sick  or  disabled . 

3 

Head  of  family  out  of  employment. . 

15 

6 

Intemperate  father . 

52 

9 

Intemperate  mother . 

4 

2 

Both  parents  intemperate . 

4 

2 

Parents  separated . 

35 

10 

Members  of  family  had  been  arrested, 

45 

8 

Parents  known  to  have  received 

charitable  aid . . . 

124 

13 

Children’s  Institutions  Department 
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Table  No.  30. 

Ages  of  all  Dependent  and  Neglected  Children  who  were  in  Charge,  Placed  Out ,  January  31,  1906. 
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Total  of 

Both  for 

the  Year. 

•jnao  .lad 

1.24 

4.24 

6.43 

24.35 

12.72 

19.56 

31.46 

O 

o 

© 

o 

rH 

keo6i 

9 

31 

47 

178 

93 

143 

230 

rH 

CO 

INDENTURED. 

Total 

Indentured. 

'inao  joj 

.86 

7.16 

4.30 

28.08 

59.60 

100.00 

9061 

3 

25 

15 

98 

208 

02 

1  ^ 

1  CO 

1 

Neglected. 

Boys. 

*9061 

4 

4 

16 

36 

o 

CO 

Girls. 

*9061 

2 

1 

14 

48 

CO 

Dependent. 

Boys. 

*9061 

r-t  CO  CO  t- 

CO 

rH 

Girls. 

*9061 

2 

11 

7 

21 

49 

O 

02 

BOARDING. 

Total 

Boarding. 

•}uao  jaj 

2.36 

8.11 

11.52 

40.05 

20.42 

11.78 

5.76 

O 

o 

© 

o 

rH 

•9061 

02  r-H  CO  GO  lO  O* 

CO  ^  lO  t'  ^  (N 

r-H 

00 

CO 

Neglected. 

Boys. 

*9061 

rH  lO  CO  rH 

rH 

CO 

(M 

Girls. 

•9061 

• 

1 

1 

17 

13 

2 

4 

CO 

CO 

Dependent. 

GQ 

o 

rH 

hH 

•9061 

5 

13 

20 

70 

25 

25 

6 

H< 

CO 

rH 

Girls. 

*9061 

3 

15 

23 

52 

35 

15 

11 

H- 

lO 

rH 

Under  1  year . . . 

“  3  years  and  over  1 . 

“  5  “  “  3 . 

“  10  “  “  5 . 

“  12  “  “  10 . 

“  15  “  “  12 . 

Over  15 . 

Total . 

Children’s  Institutions  Department. 
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Table  No.  31. 

Children  Discharged  during  the  Year  1905. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

From  indenture  . 

35 

22 

57 

From  boarding . 

27 

23 

50 

From  other  institutions . 

29 

27 

56 

Total . 

91 

72 

163 

Table  No.  32. 

Discharged  from  Indenture  during  the  Year  1905. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Arrived  at  age . 

18 

11 

29 

Discharged  to  friends  and  relatives . 

9 

4 

13 

Adopted . 

3 

3 

Died . 

1 

1 

Enlisted  in  United  States  army  or  navy . 

Guardian  . 

2 

2 

Absconded . 

Self-supporting . 

7 

2 

9 

Married . 

Out.  of  Sta.to . 

Total . 

35 

22 

57 

TO 
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Table  No.  33. 

Applications  for  Children  to  Board  or  on  Indenture. 


Boarding. 

On  Indenture. 

Total  received . 

143 

257 

Approved . . . 

50 

93 

Disapproved . 

19 

27 

Filled . 

31 

70 

Unfilled  (on  hand) . : _ 

87 

144 

Withdrawn  . 

6 

13 

Table  No.  34. 

Transfers  during  the  Year. 

Bovs . 

224 

208 

Total . . . 

432 

Table  No.  35. 

Transfers  of  Indentured  Children  during  the  Year. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

From  indenture  to  indenture . 

68 

77 

145 

From  indenture  to  boarding . 

11 

17 

28 

Total . . . 

79 

94 

173 

Table  No.  36. 

Indentured  for  first  time  during  the  Year. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

From  office . 

1 

1 

2 

From  boarding  homes . . . 

27 

22 

49 

Total . 

28 

23 

51 

Children’s  Institutions  Department. 
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Table  No.  37. 


Ages  of  Children  Indentured  ( for  first  time)  during  the  Year. 


Age. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Dependent. 

Neglected. 

Dependent. 

Neglected. 

1 . 

2 . 

3 . . . 

1 

1 

2 

4 . 

1 

1 

5 . 

1 

1 

o . 

1 

1 

2 

7 . 

1 

2 

3 

8 . 

1 

1 

9 . 

1 

1 

2 

10 . 

2 

2 

4 

11 . 

2 

2 

3 

7 

12 . 

6 

2 

2 

1 

11 

13 . 

5 

1 

6 

14 . 

4 

3 

2 

9 

15 . 

1 

1 

16 . 

17 . 

1 

1 

18  . 

19 . 

20 

Total . 

22 

6 

17 

6 

51 

72 
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Table  No.  39. 

Showing  the  Number  of  Children  in  each  Rome  at  Close  of  the 

Year  1905. 


Table  No.  40. 

Schooling  of  Placed-Out  Children  during  the  Year  1905. 


Boarding. 

Indentured. 

Total. 

Children  Attending  School: 

Of  age  (5-1 5) . 

249 

109 

358 

Over  school  age . 

3 

19 

22 

Children  not  Attending  School: 

Over  school  age . 

13 

217 

230 

Under  school  age . 

110 

4 

114 

Mentallv  unfit . 

3 

3 

Phvsicallv  unfit . . 

3 

3 

Studies  at  home .  .... 

1 

1 

Total . 

382 

349 

731 
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Table  No.  41. 

Average  Number  of  Visits  made  to  Dependent  and  Neglected  Children 

during  the  Year  1905. 

Total  number  of  children  subject  to  visits  (dependent 

and  neglected)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  731 

Total  number  of  visits  made  .  .  .  .  .  3,390 

Average  number  of  visits  to  each  child  .  .  .  4.6 


Table  No.  42. 

Distribution  of  Children  on  the  Rolls  of  this  Department  in  the 

Care  of  other  Institutions. 

Massachusetts  School  for  the  Feeble-Minded  .  .  .  122 

Hospital  Cottages  for  Children  .  .  .  .  .  16 

Massachusetts  Hospital  for  Epileptics  .  .  .  .  14 

Massachusetts  State  Sanatorium  .....  1 

Free  Hospital  for  Consumptives,  Quincy  street,  Dor¬ 
chester  ........  1 

School  for  the  Deaf,  Hartford,  Conn.  ....  3 

Stanwood  School,  Topsfield,  Mass.  ....  1 

Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind  .....  3 

House  of  Good  Shepherd,  Boston  .....  2 

Long  Island  Hospital  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Boston  Insane  Hospital  ......  2 

Welcome  House  ........  1 
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Deaths  that  have  Occurred  in  the  Placing-Out  Division  during  the  Year. 


Children’s  Institutions  Department. 
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